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Minutes of the Matterdale Parish Council which took place at 7.00pm on Monday 3 
November 2025. 

Present: J O’Neil (Chair), C Beaumont, R Dobinson, O Lightburn, R Lloyd, J Newport, J Wilson (N 
Ratcliffe and J Petrie from item 66) 

In attendance: Nick Phillips (Clerk),  W&F Councillor Judith Derbyshire, 7 members of the public  

 
 

64. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - received apologies and approved reasons for absence 
from Cllrs Harrison and Airey 

65. MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING held on 1 September 2025 - authorised the 
chair to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 1 September 
2025. 

66. Co-option- Resolved to co-opt Nick Ratcliffe and Jane Petrie. 
67. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

a. Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their 
register of interests 

b. To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature 
c. To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda and their nature 

(Councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the meeting for the relevant 
items) 

d. To make any requests for dispensation  
68. Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)  

To decide whether there are any items of business which require exclusion of the 
press and public – Agenda item 79 

69. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  A member of the public asked for clarification about a recent 
communication whereby it was stated that the business case had been accepted for 
the replacement community centre.  The Clerk responded that MSF had accepted 
that the business case was met if the community were sufficiently behind the project.  
Another resident asked that the Parish Poll should be limited to the residents in the 
Matterdale ward as they are the beneficiaries of MSF.  Councillors were asked to 
provide clear guidance about what a potential trust fund could and could not do.  A 
third member of the public thanked W&F Council for putting the speed limit in 
Matterdale but asked the Parish Council to support a request to extend the speed 
limit in Matterdale End. 

70. WESTMORLAND AND FURNESS COUNCILLOR REPORTS–received the following items 
for information Place Action Group – projects are progressing, there is additional 
funding for new projects for this financial year as well as other grants that are 
available.  Emergency plans – Communities are encouraged to look at how they can 
prepare a community emergency plan.  26 November CALC and W&F looking at 
winter readiness. 
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71. POLICE MATTERS –resolved not to submit any matters to the Local Focus Hub. 
72. PLANNING APPLICATIONS -  

a. noted the following applications that were delegated to the Clerk for decision 
following consultation with councillors and the comments below made online. 

7/2025/3104 Dale View, 
Matterdale, 
Penrith, CA11 
0LE 

Erection of dwelling - 
variation of condition 3 
(agricultural/forestry 
worker occupancy 
condition) on planning 
permission 7/1989/3102 
removal of condition 

Matterdale Parish 
council objects to the 
removal of the 
requirement for use of 
the dwelling by an 
agricultural worker 
unless a local occupancy 
clause is added instead 
as per the Matterdale 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

7/2025/3105 Bluebell 
House, Dacre, 
CA11 0LU 

Proposed rear extension to 
provide floorspace to 
existing accommodation. 

no observation 

7/2025/3091 Grove Foot 
Farm, 
Thackthwaite, 
Penrith, CA11 
0NA 

Proposed conversion of barn 
and change of use for holiday 
letting purposes - variation of 
condition 2 (plans) on 
planning permission 
7/2021/3106 integrate the 
existing lean to into the 
proposal. 

No observations 

b. Noted the following applications were granted approval 
7/2025/3091 Grove Foot Farm, 

Thackthwaite, Penrith, 
CA11 0NA 

Proposed conversion of barn and change of use for holiday 
letting purposes - variation of condition 2 (plans) on 
planning permission 7/2021/3106 integrate the existing lean 
to into the proposal. 

7/2025/3089 Millses, Dockray, 
Penrith, CA11 0JY 

Proposed alterations and extension 

 
73. FINANCE 

a. Payments- authorised schedule of payments totalling £5366.82 (VN 33-44) 
VN Inv. Date PAYEE CHQ. NO/ Ref no Purpose of 

Expenditure 
AMOUNT 

 £ 
VAT  

INCLUDED  
£ 

NET 
AMOUNT 

£ 
Already paid 

33 22/09/2025 Rocket 
Sites 

Invoice 3038 Website 145.00 29.00 174.00 

34 08/10/2025 Cumbria 
Payroll 

Services 
Ltd 

SI 12501 Annual 
Payroll 

60.00 12.00 72.00 

29 27/10/2025 Nick 
Phillips 

Salary Salary 247.42 0.00 247.42 

35 27/10/2025 HMRC 120PH003198092506 PAYE 54.49 0.00 54.49 
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To be paid 
38 03/11/2025 Nick 

Phillips 
0 Expenses 52.14 0.00 52.14 

44 03/11/2025 SITU 0 SITU 4,150.95 0.00 4,150.95 
37 27/11/2025 Nick 

Phillips 
0 Salary 247.42 0.00 247.42 

40 27/11/2025 Unity 
Trust 
Bank 

0 Bank 
Charges 

6.00 0.00 6.00 

39 27/11/2025 HMRC 120PH003198092506 PAYE 54.49 0.00 54.49 
41 27/12/2025 Nick 

Phillips 
0 Salary 247.42 0.00 247.42 

43 27/12/2025 Unity 
Trust 
Bank 

0 Bank 
Charges 

6.00 0.00 6.00 

42 27/12/2025 HMRC 120PH003198092506 PAYE 54.49 0.00 54.49 
b. Monthly reconciliation (August and September 2025) –received and noted 

the reconciliation and balances checked by Cllr Holder.   
c. Monthly budget update- received and noted 
d. Receipt –noted receipt from Unity Trust Bank interest £6.47, R05, Scott 

Wilson – Grass letting £500 R03. MSF – reimbursements £964.99 R04 and 
£665.72 R06, Building Society interest Skipton £1925.45 R07 

e. Current Bank Balances. Savings £2856.47, Current £5906.19, Skipton 
£72250.19 

74. HIGHWAY MATTERS: none forthcoming 
75. Clerk’s Appraisal –noted that this has taken place and the Clerk has been moved to 

salary point 26 for 15 hours per month. 
76. Discussed whether councillors would support double yellow lines being placed near 

lay-bys to prevent overflow parking and resolved that they are supportive of this. 
77. Budget 2026-27 –received the suggested budget and set the budget and precept for 

the coming year with a precept of £5000 
78. Parish Poll –resolved to carry out a Parish Poll, with costs to be split with MSF and for 

the wording to be agreed by MSF.  To be carried out with those on the electoral 
register as well as home owners who can prove they are council tax payers and that 
all are asked the same set of questions.  Each letter to be sent with an anonymised 
but unique code to prevent duplicate entries being submitted.  This was felt to be 
important to prevent a repeat of the issues in the survey carried out by Action for 
Communities in Cumbria into the change of Charity Objects for MSF when there was 
an attempt to subvert the vote by copying the form and submitting multiple times.  

79. Land use – Discussed the offer from Westmorland and Furness Council and agreed to 
authorise the Clerk to begin negotiations and appoint a solicitor with a budget of 
£1000 and to bring the firm proposal to a future meeting for decision. 

80. Clerk and Councillors’ reports/items for future agenda 
At least one of the historical finger posts has been scheduled for maintenance. 
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81. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 5 January 2026 in 
Watermillock Village Hall  at 7.00pm . 
Agenda items to be submitted to the Clerk by 12 noon on 22 December 2025. 
Meeting closed at 20.23 


