
MATTERDALE PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Clerk: Nick Phillips, 14 Twickenham Court, Carlisle CA1 3TW 

Tel: 0750 800 1602  Email: Clerk@Matterdale-pc.gov.uk  www.matterdaleparishcouncil.org  
 
 
 

 

Monday, 29 December 2025 

Dear Councillor 

You are summoned to attend the Matterdale Parish Council Meeting that will be held at 
Watermillock Village Hall on Monday 5 January 2026 at 7.00 PM.  The Public and Press are 
invited to attend.   

 
Clerk 

 
AGENDA 

 
82. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence 
83. MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING held on 3 November 2025 - To authorise the 

chair to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 3 November 
2025 (attached). 

84. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
a. Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their 

register of interests 
b. To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature 
c. To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda and their nature 

(Councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the meeting for the relevant 
items) 

d. To make any requests for dispensation  
85. Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)  

To decide whether there are any items of business which require exclusion of the 
press and public  

86. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  (20 MINUTES ALLOWED) - this agenda item enables Parish 
Councillors to hear the views, comments and/or complaints from the public.  The Parish Councillors 
can respond.  However (unless the items are already on the agenda) no council decisions can be taken 
at this meeting but, if appropriate, the matters can be put onto a future agenda for decision. 
Comments limited to 5 minutes per person. 

87. WESTMORLAND AND FURNESS COUNCILLOR REPORTS– to receive items for 
information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting 
subject to agreement by the council.) 

88. PLANNING APPLICATIONS - You may view the details on the Planning Authority 
website (Lakedistrict.gov.uk) where parishioners can submit their own observations 
directly 
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a. To note the following applications that were delegated to the Clerk for 
decision following consultation with councillors and the comments below 
made online. 

7/2025/3141 Tongue House, 
Watermillock, Penrith, 
CA11 0LT 

Removal of render and repairs to 
window surrounds and 
stonework and repointing (part 
retrospective) 

No 
observations 

7/2025/3126 Emmers Farm, 
Thackthwaite, Penrith, 
CA11 0NA 
 

Change of use of hobby room 
above car port to a short term 
holiday let or longer term let 
 

No 
observations 

7/2025/3066 
 

Land at Wreay, Penrith, 
CA11 0LT 
 

Formation of an agricultural track 
and an area of hardstanding (part 
retrospective) 
 

Neutral/split 
response 

7/2025/3153 
 

Hope Springs House 
(Former Matterdale Activity 
Centre), 
Matterdale, Penrith, CA11 
0LD 

Proposed garage amendment and 
proposed plant room/canopy to 
side of main house - Variation of 
condition 2 (plans) on planning 
permission 
7/2019/3115 (variation of 
permission 7/2019/3024) for 
amendment to design of 
garage 
 

No concerns 

b. To Note the following applications were granted approval 
7/2025/3116 Willow Barn, Watermillock, Penrith, Cumbria, 

CA11 0LT 
Proposed alterations and 
extension 

 
89. FINANCE 

a. Payments- to authorise schedule of payments totalling £1412.18 (VN 44-57) 

VN Inv. Date PAYEE 

CHQ. 
NO/ 
Ref 
no 

Purpose of 
Expenditure 

AMOUNT VAT  NET 

 £ INCLUDED  AMOUNT 
  £ £ 

Paid 
47 12.11.2025 Stannp Ltd  Parish Poll £328.44 £65.69 £394.13 
46 12.11.2025 Stannp Ltd  Parish Poll £113.40 £22.68 £136.08 
To be paid 
57 27.02.2026 Unity Trust Bank Bank Charge £6.00 £0.00 £6.00 
56 27.02.2026 HMRC  PAYE £54.49 £0.00 £54.49 

55 07.01.2026 
Watermillock Village 
Hall Room Rental £16.00 £0.00 £16.00 

54 27.02.2026 Nick Phillips  Salary £247.42 £0.00 £247.42 
53 06.01.2026 Nick Phillips  Expenses £2.57 £0.00 £2.57 
52 06.01.2026 CALC - Training £60.00 £0.00 £60.00 
51 06.01.2026 CALC - Training £60.00 £0.00 £60.00 
50 06.01.2026 WJP Software Ltd Website £82.00 £16.40 £98.40 
49 06.01.2026 Michael Firth (SITU) Bus Subsidy £243.00 £0.00 £243.00 
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48 06.01.2026 
Matterdale School Foundation 
(Wayleave) £9.47 £0.00 £9.47 

45 05.01.2026 
Hayton Parish 
Council Printer £84.62 £0.00 £84.62 

b. Monthly reconciliation (October and November 2025) – to receive and note 
the reconciliation and balances checked by Cllr Holder.   

c. Monthly budget update- to receive and note 
d. Receipt – to note receipt from ENWL – Wayleave R09 £44.99, MSF £220.92 

Parish Poll 
e. Transfer from Building society account – to resolve whether to transfer 

£2000 to main bank account. 
f. Current Bank Balances. 

90. Community Emergency Plan – to note that Cllr Petrie has made contact with W&F to 
discuss setting up a plan and will report back with suggestions in a forthcoming 
meeting. 

91. Parish Poll – tor receive the results of the Parish Poll (attached) and discuss whether 
to take a position at this point or defer a decision to the next meeting once the 
intentions of MSF are known. 

92. Grass Contract – (commercially sensitive) to receive the attached quote(s) and 
resolve which contractor to appoint. 

93. Land Issues- (Commercially sensitive) to receive the draft Heads of Terms and resolve 
whether to authorise the Clerk to proceed with the agreement with Westmorland 
and Furness Council. 

94. Clerk and Councillors’ reports/items for future agenda 
AGAR assertion 10 and IT policy 
Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of 
information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future 
agendas. Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for 
debate or decision making. 

95. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 2 March 2026 in 
The Studio at The Royal Hotel at 7.00pm 
Agenda items to be submitted to the Clerk by 12 noon on 19  February 2026. 
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Minutes of the Matterdale Parish Council which took place at 7.00pm on Monday 3 
November 2025. 

Present: J O’Neil (Chair), C Beaumont, R Dobinson, O Lightburn, R Lloyd, J Newport, J Wilson (N 
Ratcliffe and J Petrie from item 66) 

In attendance: Nick Phillips (Clerk),  W&F Councillor Judith Derbyshire, 7 members of the public  

 
 

64. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - received apologies and approved reasons for absence 
from Cllrs Harrison and Airey 

65. MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING held on 1 September 2025 - authorised the 
chair to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 1 September 
2025. 

66. Co-option- Resolved to co-opt Nick Ratcliffe and Jane Petrie. 
67. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

a. Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their 
register of interests 

b. To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature 
c. To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda and their nature 

(Councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the meeting for the relevant 
items) 

d. To make any requests for dispensation  
68. Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)  

To decide whether there are any items of business which require exclusion of the 
press and public – Agenda item 79 

69. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  A member of the public asked for clarification about a recent 
communication whereby it was stated that the business case had been accepted for 
the replacement community centre.  The Clerk responded that MSF had accepted 
that the business case was met if the community were sufficiently behind the project.  
Another resident asked that the Parish Poll should be limited to the residents in the 
Matterdale ward as they are the beneficiaries of MSF.  Councillors were asked to 
provide clear guidance about what a potential trust fund could and could not do.  A 
third member of the public thanked W&F Council for putting the speed limit in 
Matterdale but asked the Parish Council to support a request to extend the speed 
limit in Matterdale End. 

70. WESTMORLAND AND FURNESS COUNCILLOR REPORTS–received the following items 
for information Place Action Group – projects are progressing, there is additional 
funding for new projects for this financial year as well as other grants that are 
available.  Emergency plans – Communities are encouraged to look at how they can 
prepare a community emergency plan.  26 November CALC and W&F looking at 
winter readiness. 
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71. POLICE MATTERS –resolved not to submit any matters to the Local Focus Hub. 
72. PLANNING APPLICATIONS -  

a. noted the following applications that were delegated to the Clerk for decision 
following consultation with councillors and the comments below made online. 

7/2025/3104 Dale View, 
Matterdale, 
Penrith, CA11 
0LE 

Erection of dwelling - 
variation of condition 3 
(agricultural/forestry 
worker occupancy 
condition) on planning 
permission 7/1989/3102 
removal of condition 

Matterdale Parish 
council objects to the 
removal of the 
requirement for use of 
the dwelling by an 
agricultural worker 
unless a local occupancy 
clause is added instead 
as per the Matterdale 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

7/2025/3105 Bluebell 
House, Dacre, 
CA11 0LU 

Proposed rear extension to 
provide floorspace to 
existing accommodation. 

no observation 

7/2025/3091 Grove Foot 
Farm, 
Thackthwaite, 
Penrith, CA11 
0NA 

Proposed conversion of barn 
and change of use for holiday 
letting purposes - variation of 
condition 2 (plans) on 
planning permission 
7/2021/3106 integrate the 
existing lean to into the 
proposal. 

No observations 

b. Noted the following applications were granted approval 
7/2025/3091 Grove Foot Farm, 

Thackthwaite, Penrith, 
CA11 0NA 

Proposed conversion of barn and change of use for holiday 
letting purposes - variation of condition 2 (plans) on 
planning permission 7/2021/3106 integrate the existing lean 
to into the proposal. 

7/2025/3089 Millses, Dockray, 
Penrith, CA11 0JY 

Proposed alterations and extension 

 
73. FINANCE 

a. Payments- authorised schedule of payments totalling £5366.82 (VN 33-44) 
VN Inv. Date PAYEE CHQ. NO/ Ref no Purpose of 

Expenditure 
AMOUNT 

 £ 
VAT  

INCLUDED  
£ 

NET 
AMOUNT 

£ 
Already paid 

33 22/09/2025 Rocket 
Sites 

Invoice 3038 Website 145.00 29.00 174.00 

34 08/10/2025 Cumbria 
Payroll 

Services 
Ltd 

SI 12501 Annual 
Payroll 

60.00 12.00 72.00 

29 27/10/2025 Nick 
Phillips 

Salary Salary 247.42 0.00 247.42 

35 27/10/2025 HMRC 120PH003198092506 PAYE 54.49 0.00 54.49 
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To be paid 
38 03/11/2025 Nick 

Phillips 
0 Expenses 52.14 0.00 52.14 

44 03/11/2025 SITU 0 SITU 4,150.95 0.00 4,150.95 
37 27/11/2025 Nick 

Phillips 
0 Salary 247.42 0.00 247.42 

40 27/11/2025 Unity 
Trust 
Bank 

0 Bank 
Charges 

6.00 0.00 6.00 

39 27/11/2025 HMRC 120PH003198092506 PAYE 54.49 0.00 54.49 
41 27/12/2025 Nick 

Phillips 
0 Salary 247.42 0.00 247.42 

43 27/12/2025 Unity 
Trust 
Bank 

0 Bank 
Charges 

6.00 0.00 6.00 

42 27/12/2025 HMRC 120PH003198092506 PAYE 54.49 0.00 54.49 
b. Monthly reconciliation (August and September 2025) –received and noted 

the reconciliation and balances checked by Cllr Holder.   
c. Monthly budget update- received and noted 
d. Receipt –noted receipt from Unity Trust Bank interest £6.47, R05, Scott 

Wilson – Grass letting £500 R03. MSF – reimbursements £964.99 R04 and 
£665.72 R06, Building Society interest Skipton £1925.45 R07 

e. Current Bank Balances. Savings £2856.47, Current £5906.19, Skipton 
£72250.19 

74. HIGHWAY MATTERS: none forthcoming 
75. Clerk’s Appraisal –noted that this has taken place and the Clerk has been moved to 

salary point 26 for 15 hours per month. 
76. Discussed whether councillors would support double yellow lines being placed near 

lay-bys to prevent overflow parking and resolved that they are supportive of this. 
77. Budget 2026-27 –received the suggested budget and set the budget and precept for 

the coming year with a precept of £5000 
78. Parish Poll –resolved to carry out a Parish Poll, with costs to be split with MSF and for 

the wording to be agreed by MSF.  To be carried out with those on the electoral 
register as well as home owners who can prove they are council tax payers and that 
all are asked the same set of questions.  Each letter to be sent with an anonymised 
but unique code to prevent duplicate entries being submitted.  This was felt to be 
important to prevent a repeat of the issues in the survey carried out by Action for 
Communities in Cumbria into the change of Charity Objects for MSF when there was 
an attempt to subvert the vote by copying the form and submitting multiple times.  

79. Land use – Discussed the offer from Westmorland and Furness Council and agreed to 
authorise the Clerk to begin negotiations and appoint a solicitor with a budget of 
£1000 and to bring the firm proposal to a future meeting for decision. 

80. Clerk and Councillors’ reports/items for future agenda 
At least one of the historical finger posts has been scheduled for maintenance. 
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81. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 5 January 2026 in 
Watermillock Village Hall  at 7.00pm . 
Agenda items to be submitted to the Clerk by 12 noon on 22 December 2025. 
Meeting closed at 20.23 





31 October 2025
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Matterdale Parish Council
Nick Phillips 
14 Twickenham Ct,
Carlisle,
Cumbria,
CA1 3TW

14 Twickenham Court,
Carlisle CA1. 3TW

Hayton Parish Council

INVOICE

Invoice No

Account No

Due 31 January 2026

VATItem Details NET

Clerk's Expenses

 84.62  0.00Printer and paper share

SUB TOTAL  84.62

 84.62TOTAL £

Sort code 60-83-01
Acc No 20525413



Hayton Parish Council Printerland
Nick Phillips 6 Edward Court
14 Twickenham Court Altrincham Business Park
CARLISLE Altrincham
Cumbria CA1 3TW Cheshire WA14 5GL

Phone No. 0800 840 1992
Payment Method Fax No. 0161 929 4089
Credit Card Registration No. 2783851

Your Reference Sales person Shipment Date Sell-to Customer No.
Carl Barron 9. October 2025 CUST832277

No. Description Quantity
Unit 
Price Disc.

VAT 
% Amount

C325V_DNI Xerox C325 1 302.42 10 20 272.18
*Claim Free 3 Year On-Site Warranty and Extend ...
*Claim £35 Cashback

Subtotal 272.18
VAT Amount 54.44
Total GBP Incl. VAT 326.62

NOTE: If paying by Bank Transfer, please use your Order No. ( SOA3035989 ) as the reference.

Barclays IBAN SWIFT Code VAT Registration No.
Bank Sort Code 20-55-34 GB61BARC20553443497445 BARCGB22 603 3530 84
Account No. 43497445

* All promotions are subject to terms and conditions; terms and conditions and links to claims can be found on the product page of 
Printerland.co.uk

We aim for 100% customer satisfaction.  Should you feel you haven't received a 5 star service, before leaving any feedback or reviews, 
please give us the opportunity to resolve any issues to your complete satisfaction by emailing customer.service@printerland.co.uk or by 
calling 0800 995 1992

Computer Risk Management Limited T/A Printerland.co.uk, 6 Edward Court, Altrincham Business Park, Altrincham, Cheshire, WA14 5GL

Established 1993  Company Reg. No. 2783851
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Order Confirmation SOA3035989
8. October 2025

Nicholas Phillips



Invoice

Page 1 of 1

Amazon encourages customers to help protect the environment by recycling old or unwanted electrical products. Find out where you can recycle them at recycle-more.co.uk 

LU-BIO-04 

Amazon EU S.à r.l. - 38 avenue John F. Kennedy, L-1855 Luxembourg 
R.C.S. Luxembourg: B 101818 • Share Capital: 37,500 EUR 

Amazon EU S.à r.l., UK Branch – Registered Office: 1 Principal Place, Worship Street, London, EC2A 2FA, GB 

Registered in England and Wales • Branch Registration No. BR017427 • VAT No. GB 727255821

VAT rate  Item subtotal

(excl. VAT)

VAT subtotal

20% £9.89 £1.98

Total £9.89 £1.98

Invoice total £11.87

Invoice details

Order date 25 October 2025
Order # 202-6684845-1538706

Paid 
 Payment reference ID 2LLKXV8A98ZL

Sold by Amazon EU S.à r.l., UK Branch 

VAT # GB727255821

Invoice date 26 October 2025

Invoice # GB58B8FJGAEUI

Total payable £11.87

NICK PHILLIPS 
14, TWICKENHAM COURT 
CARLISLE, CA1 3TW 
GB

For customer support visit www.amazon.co.uk/contact-us

Billing address 
Nick Phillips 

14, TWICKENHAM COURT 

CARLISLE, CA1 3TW 

GB 

Delivery address 
Nick Phillips 

14, TWICKENHAM COURT 

CARLISLE, CA1 3TW 

GB 

Sold by 
Amazon EU S.à r.l., UK Branch

1 Principal Place, Worship Street

London, EC2A 2FA

United Kingdom

VAT # GB727255821 

Order information

Description Qty Unit price

(excl. VAT)

VAT rate Unit price

(incl. VAT)

 Item subtotal

(incl. VAT)

delka Multi-Purpose A4 Printer Paper, 75gsm A4 Paper, 2 Ream, 1000

Sheets, White 

ASIN: B0CH8S37PZ

1 £9.89 20% £11.87 £11.87

Shipping Charges £0.00 £0.00 £0.00



Campaigns
Send bulk communication campaigns

Search Export

ID Preview  Campaign Name Type  Status  Recipients  Dispatch Date Cost Actions

 507475 Householders LETTER
1_PAGE_SIMPLEX

Complete 140 11/11/2025 £113.40

 507171 Survey LETTER
2_PAGE_DUPLEX

Complete 347 10/11/2025 £328.44

1  -  2  of 2 items selected items:  0

Campaigns Free Sample Pack? Demo or Callback

Create Campaign Archived OffAll statuses All Formats All Time

Insights

Insights

20 per page

FREEFREEFREEFREE    PLANPLANPLANPLAN

Dashboard

Campaigns

Virtual Printer

Recipient Groups

Data Feeds Beta

Designs

Automations

Files

Reports

Support

Settings

1

https://app-eu1.stannp.com/campaign-wizard/create
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/campaigns/507475
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/campaigns/507171
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/
javascript:void(0);
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/campaigns
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/virtual-printer
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/recipient-groups
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/data-feeds
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/designs
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/automations
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/files
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/reporting
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/support
https://app-eu1.stannp.com/settings
Nicholas Phillips
Total paid to Stannp = £113.40 + £328.44=£441.84 excluding VAT
Credit card payments therefore
=£113.40 +20%=£136.08 
=£328.44 + 20%=£394.13 
Total= £136.08+£394.13 =£530.21 

From MSF =£441.84/2=£220.92 






SUSTAINABLE AND INTEGRATED TRANSPORT FOR ULLSWATER 
(SITU) 

Registered as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation in England and Wales, number 1214271 
Beck House, Watermillock, PENRITH, CA11 0LT 

https://situcumbria.org.uk/ 

 
 

INVOICE 
 

Support for the 2025 Ullswater Bus 
 

 
To: 
Nick Phillips 
Matterdale Parish Council 

Date: 10 December 2025 
Invoice number: 25/6 

Your ref: 
 
 

 
 
 

Please make payment by bank transfer into our account, details below. 
 

Thank you for supporting the Ullswater Bus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   £ 

Pledge total: £1000    

Percentage needed: 24.4%   

Amount of pledge due:   243.00 

Bank details: 
Bank: Coop Bank 
Account name: Sustainable and Integrated Transport for Ullswater 
Sort Code: 08-92-99 
Account number: 67446801 



Registered in England and Wales Number 7578111 Page 1 of 1

Terms and Conditions
The total must be paid within 30 days of the date at the top of the invoice.
If you have any problems with this invoice please contact info@wjps.co.uk

VAT Rate Net (£) VAT (£) Total (£)

Standard 20.00% 82.00 16.40 98.40

Notes
Annual Renewal of .gov.uk domain name and 1x O365
email account to cover 13.12.2025 - 12.12.2026
(additional email accounts due for renewal in July 2026)
Please note that you can pay directly into our bank account.
Please quote the invoice number.
Sort Code: 40-40-22 / Account Number: 01742582
Account Name: WJP Software Limited / Bank: HSBC

Total 98.40  (£)

Total Net

Total VAT 16.40  (£)

82.00  (£)

Description Qty/Hrs Price/Rate Net % VAT VAT Total (£)

.gov.uk ANNUAL DOMAIN NAME RENEWAL (.gov.uk ANNUAL) 1.00 35.00 35.00 20.00 7.00 42.00

O365 EMAIL (O365 Email) 1.00 47.00 47.00 20.00 9.40 56.40

Invoice Number IN25-1233
Invoice Date 06/11/2025
Due Date 06/12/2025

Customer Matterdale Parish Council
Reference
Invoice Address c/o Parish Clerk
Delivery Address c/o Parish Clerk

WJP Software Limited
Office 10, Bedale Hall, North End,, Bedale,, North Yorks,, DL8
1AA

  
Telephone:
01677 392001

Mobile:
07769970448

  
Email:
james.proctor@wjps.co.uk

Website:
www.wjps.co.uk

VAT Number
GB 110 437659
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Chairman:  Cllr Mary Bradley                 Chief Officer: Sonia Hutchinson 

Cumbria Association of Local Councils Ltd is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales.  
Registered number: 15107335 

www.calc.org.uk 
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INVOICE        Invoice No: TR3315 
 
 
Invoice Date:  18th November 2025 
 
 

Item Cost 

 
Effective Councillor Module 1 training: 17th November 2025 
Delegate(s):  Jane Petrie and Nick Ratcliffe 
 
 
 

 
£60.00 

 
 

Total Invoice Value: £60.00 
 

Please make cheques payable to Cumbria Association of Local Councils 
OR 

Bank Details for direct payments: 

Unity Trust Bank 
A/c No: 20466598 

Sort Code: 60-83-01 
 

   

Voreda House 
Portland Place 
Penrith 
Cumbria   
CA11 7BF 
  
 
 
office@calc.org.uk 

 
 

 

 
 

mailto:clerk@matterdale-pc.gov.uk
mailto:office@calc.org.uk
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INVOICE        Invoice No: TR3326 
 
 
Invoice Date:  25th November 2025 
 
 

Item Cost 

 
Effective Councillor Module 2 training: 24th November 2025 
Delegate(s):  Jane Petrie and Nick Ratcliffe 
 
 
 

 
£60.00 

 
 

Total Invoice Value: £60.00 
 

Please make cheques payable to Cumbria Association of Local Councils 
OR 

Bank Details for direct payments: 

Unity Trust Bank 
A/c No: 20466598 

Sort Code: 60-83-01 
 

   

Voreda House 
Portland Place 
Penrith 
Cumbria   
CA11 7BF 
  
 
 
office@calc.org.uk 

 
 

 

 
 

mailto:clerk@matterdale-pc.gov.uk
mailto:office@calc.org.uk


Postage VAT MPC Total
2 x meeting pack @1.70 1.70£       1.70£       
Letter 0.87£       0.87£       

Travel Miles  @per mile

Totals -£          2.57£       -£          2.57£       
1.66
10.04

Matterdale Parish Council

Clerk's Expenses January 2025



Matterdale Parish Council
29 December 2025 (2025-2026)

Prepared by:

Date:Approved by:

Date:

Name and Role (Clerk/RFO etc)

Name and Role (RFO/Chair of Finance etc)

Bank Reconciliation at 30/11/2025

Cash in Hand 01/04/2025  77,911.88

ADD
Receipts 01/04/2025 - 30/11/2025  9,430.55

 87,342.43
SUBTRACT

 11,149.87Payments 01/04/2025 - 30/11/2025

A Cash in Hand 30/11/2025  76,192.56
(per Cash Book)

Cash in hand per Bank Statements

Skipton  72,250.1930/11/2025
Unused from 11/9/25 HSBC  0.0030/09/2025
Unity Current Account  1,085.9030/11/2025
Unity Savings Account  2,856.4730/11/2025

 76,192.56

B

Less unpresented payments

Plus unpresented receipts

Adjusted Bank Balance  76,192.56

 76,192.56

A = B Checks out OK



Your Account Statement

Mr Nicholas Phillips
Matterdale Parish Council
14 Twickenham Court
Carlisle
CA1 3TW

Date: 30/11/2025

Account Name: Matterdale Parish Council

Swift Code (BIC): NWBKGB2L
IBAN Number: GB93NWBK60023571418024

Sort Code: 608301
Account Number: 20538769

Go Paperless! Receive your statements
online and we'll notify you by SMS or
email when they're available to view.
Simply log into Your Online Banking

and update your statement preferences
or give us a call on 0345 140 1000

For eligible organisations, your deposits held with Unity
Trust Bank are protected up to £85,000 under the
Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS). For
more information about eligibility and compensation
provided by the FSCS, please visit: FSCS.org.uk or
refer to our FSCS Information Sheet and Exclusions
List at unity.co.uk/fscs

Your arranged overdraft limit is £0.00

Contact Us

Call us: 0345 140 1000
Email us: us@unity.co.uk
Visit us: unity.co.uk

Your Current T1 account transactions:

Date Type Details Payments Out Payments In Balance

31/10/2025 Balance brought forward £0.00 £0.00 £1,756.19

03/11/2025 Transfer Transfer from 20538772 £0.00 £4,150.00 £5,906.19

05/11/2025 Faster Payment
Debit B/P to: SITU £4,150.95 £0.00 £1,755.24

05/11/2025 Faster Payment
Debit B/P to: N M Phillips £52.14 £0.00 £1,703.10

Page number 1 of 3

Statement number 003

NEW_DOC
3
20538769
003
Matterdale Parish Council
Current T1
30/11/2025
1085.90

Nicholas Phillips
VN38

Nicholas Phillips
VN44



3
20538769
003
Matterdale Parish Council
Current T1
30/11/2025

Your Current T1 account transactions:

Date Type Details Payments Out Payments In Balance

13/11/2025 Faster Payment
Debit B/P to: N M Phillips £530.21 £0.00 £1,172.89

13/11/2025 Transfer MATTERDALE SCHOOL £0.00 £220.92 £1,393.81

27/11/2025 Standing Order S/O to: N M Phillips £247.42 £0.00 £1,146.39

27/11/2025 Standing Order S/O to: HMRC PAYE/NIC
CUMB £54.49 £0.00 £1,091.90

30/11/2025 Fee Service Charge £6.00 £0.00 £1,085.90
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Statement number 003

3
20538769
003
Matterdale Parish Council
Current T1
30/11/2025

Nicholas Phillips
VN46+47

Nicholas Phillips
VN37

Nicholas Phillips
VN39

Nicholas Phillips
VN40

Nicholas Phillips
R08



Your Account Statement

Mr Nicholas Phillips
Matterdale Parish Council
14 Twickenham Court
Carlisle
CA1 3TW

Date: 31/10/2025

Account Name: Matterdale Parish Council

Swift Code (BIC): NWBKGB2L
IBAN Number: GB93NWBK60023571418024

Sort Code: 608301
Account Number: 20538769

Go Paperless! Receive your statements
online and we'll notify you by SMS or
email when they're available to view.
Simply log into Your Online Banking

and update your statement preferences
or give us a call on 0345 140 1000

For eligible organisations, your deposits held with Unity
Trust Bank are protected up to £85,000 under the
Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS). For
more information about eligibility and compensation
provided by the FSCS, please visit: FSCS.org.uk or
refer to our FSCS Information Sheet and Exclusions
List at unity.co.uk/fscs

Your arranged overdraft limit is £0.00

Contact Us

Call us: 0345 140 1000
Email us: us@unity.co.uk
Visit us: unity.co.uk

Your Current T1 account transactions:

Date Type Details Payments Out Payments In Balance

30/09/2025 Balance brought forward £0.00 £0.00 £523.19

22/10/2025 Faster Payment
Debit B/P to: Cumbria Payroll £72.00 £0.00 £451.19

24/10/2025 Transfer MATTERDALE SCHOOL £0.00 £665.72 £1,116.91

24/10/2025 Transfer MATTERDALE SCHOOL £0.00 £946.99 £2,063.90
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3
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002
Matterdale Parish Council
Current T1
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1756.19

Nicholas Phillips
VN34

Nicholas Phillips
R06

Nicholas Phillips
R04



3
20538769
002
Matterdale Parish Council
Current T1
31/10/2025

Your Current T1 account transactions:

Date Type Details Payments Out Payments In Balance

27/10/2025 Standing Order S/O to: N M Phillips £247.42 £0.00 £1,816.48

27/10/2025 Standing Order S/O to: HMRC PAYE/NIC
CUMB £54.49 £0.00 £1,761.99

31/10/2025 Fee Service Charge £5.80 £0.00 £1,756.19
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Statement number 002

3
20538769
002
Matterdale Parish Council
Current T1
31/10/2025

Nicholas Phillips

Nicholas Phillips
VN30

Nicholas Phillips
VN35

Nicholas Phillips
VN29
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 155.80
 155.80

 155.80
 155.80

 849.76
 247.42

 247.42
 247.42

Salaries
 2,370.02

 1,800.00
-570.02

 214.00
Insurance

 214.00
 361.00

 147.00

 100.00
Audit Fees

 100.00
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 20.00

 28.68
 25.90

 3.60
 52.14

Travel and O
ffice expense
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 9.68

 11.32
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 11.32

 50.00
 38.68

Training
 150.00

 150.00

 16.00
 16.00
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 R
ental

 32.00
 120.00

 88.00

 201.46
 144.00

Subscriptions
 345.46

 440.00
 94.54

 5.00
 5.00

 5.00
 5.00

 6.00
 5.80

 6.00
 6.00

Bank C
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 43.80
 90.00

 46.20

 4,150.95
SITU

 4,150.95
-4,150.95

 305.00
 145.00

W
ebsite

 450.00
 135.00

-315.00

 189.00
 60.00

Payroll
 249.00

 174.00
-75.00

 1.00
 172.20

 54.49
 54.49

 54.49
PAYE

 336.67
-336.67

Election costs

G
rant paym
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 916.90
 695.51

M
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 1,612.41
-1,612.41

 90.74
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I

 90.74
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Em
ployee N

I

 441.84
Parish Poll

 441.84
-441.84
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aintenance
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 376.25
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 1,000.00
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 266.03
W
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 50.00
-216.03
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e
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G
rass Letting
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 35.00
 35.00

VAT

Bank Interest
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S
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iscellaneous

B
uilding Project
Building Project

 160.80
 1,175.97

 172.12
 330.70

 1,377.70
 2,355.06

 367.71
 4,952.84

 307.91

 11,200.81

-5,805.81

Total:

Variance:

 5,395.00
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EIPTS

A
dm
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Salaries

Insurance

Audit Fees

Travel and O
ffice expense

O
ffice and C

om
puter

Training

R
oom

 R
ental

Subscriptions

Bank C
harges

SITU

W
ebsite

Payroll

PAYE

Election costs

G
rant paym

ent

 1,612.71
 220.92

 9.47
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SF
 1,843.10

 1,843.10
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I

Em
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I
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G
rass contract
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aintenance

Seats and N
oticeboards

W
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 5,000.00
Precept

 5,000.00
 5,000.00
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 165.00
 500.00

G
rass Letting

 665.00
 600.00

 65.00

 35.52
W

ayleaves
 35.52

 35.52

VAT

 6.47
 1,925.45

Bank Interest
 1,931.92

 1,931.92

G
rants

C
TR

S

M
iscellaneous

B
uilding Project
Building Project

 5,000.00
 165.00

 506.47
 1,612.71

 2,146.37
 44.99

 9,475.54

 3,875.54

Total:

Variance:

 5,600.00
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Matterdale Parish Poll Results 
 
Matterdale Parish Council wish to express their thanks to the numerous residents of 
Matterdale  Parish who took part in the recent Parish Poll.  180 results were recorded of 
which one had an invalid code and 6 others were duplicate codes.  Therefore a total of 
173 valid responses were counted (nb the duplicate codes appeared to be where a 
person had inadvertently saved their response too early and then resubmitted rather 
than any attempt to subvert the process.) 
 

Results 
 

 Community Centre Trust Fund 
Matterdale Ward  
 
(121 responses) 

35 
 

(28.9%) 

86 
 

(71.1%) 
Watermillock Ward  
 
(52 responses) 

8 
 

(15.4%) 

44 
 

(84.6%) 
Totals 43 

 
(24.9%) 

130 
 

(75.1%) 
 
Appendix 1 details the free text comments made organised firstly by ward and then by 
choice. 
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Ward  Comment 

Matterdale CC 

A Community Centre will benefit the whole community, where as the Trust Fund is much more limited in scope. 
In the current unstable economic environment  it is an open question whether it would be possible to both keep up with inflation 
and give grants of the value of £12.000 per year.  

Matterdale CC 

Comments. 
The Community Need. 
For communities t o thrive and be resilient they need places t o come together that are open to all and local and this i s 
particularly so i n isolated or scattered communities like Matterdale valley, where residents "need a car to access anything"* 
Matterdale had a village hall that did just this for the benefit of the community, but it was "lost" when i t was sold b y the County 
Council who owned it. Matterdale still needs its own facility. It is great having a pub i n the valley, but not everyone wants to g o t o 
a pub. I t is, in any case, a commercial venture and the publican will, rightly, always make decisions based on his or her 
commercial interests not those of the community, which could include selling i t for development. The Church is a beautiful 
building, but is primarily a place o f Christian worship, and therefore not open to all. Its meeting room i s small, there i s very little 
parking. Watermillock Village Hall (WMVH) cannot be the Community Centre for Matterdale. It is too far - people need an easily 
accessible place to meet. Matterdale and Watermillock are two distinct communities separated b y geography and distance. 
Indeed Watermillock i s closer t o Pooley Bridge. Not surprisingly, the pilot that Matterdale Community Association (MCA) ran o n 
Matterdale School Foundation's (MSF) behalf with WMVH committee only resulted i n a small proportion of Matterdale valley 
residents and visitors going to events in WMVH. More importantly, WMVH committee withdrew from discussions about a joint 
organisation with MCA t o provide community and educational activities across the whole of the parish using all available 
locations, as their stated concern was the upkeep and running of their village hall rather than being interested i n considering how 
t o meet the needs of the whole parish. Matterdale valley residents, both full and part time, have a n appetite for community 
activities, for people coming together and a n enthusiasm to get involved. The "lost" Village Hall was a well attended, vibrant 
place that everyone went to. When the village hall was sold,a temporary marquee was erected o n the Pub lawn in 2016 to 
demonstrate that if events were put o n they would b e well attended. I t hosted a huge range o f events, and lots of people got 
involved running things: ceilidhs, Matterdale Zingers, pop up restaurants, music evenings, a talent show, children's concerts and 
games, bake offs, BBQs. Since then, working with different organisations and the talented and enthusiastic people in the valley, it 
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has been possible for MCA to organise large 
events that brought all sections and all ages in the community together - two Summer Days, a 
celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth and the Coronation of King Charles. Over 
the years, people have participated in quizzes, dog shows, bake offs, community walks, christmas 
fairs, craft workshops, yoga, a community cinema, a film club, wine and whiskey tastings, a 
Nature Group, an Oral History project. All of this has brought people together but so much more 
could be done with a dedicated and accessible building, rather than temporary, small, sometimes 
cold, and insecure venues. A Community Centre o n the recreation field would enable it to 
become truly a recreation field, hosting indoor and outdoor recreational, sporting and educational 
activities for the community and for local schools, scout and guide groups. 
The Moral Case 
The Lake District National Park (LDNP) recognises the importance o f community assets for 
thriving, healthy communities in its policies. The policies are clear that they will not allow for 
change o f use o f community centres unless it can be proven over time, and with significant 
marketing, that they would not b e used by the community and therefore not b e viable. The 
planning officer made a flexible interpretation o f their policies to enable Matterdale Parish Council 
(MPC), a s trustee o f MSF, t o sell the new school, (which had planning permission to be the 
replacement community centre for the valley), with planning permission to b e a single dwelling. 
This enabled MPC as trustee, t o raise the funds to specifically provide a replacement village hall in 
the Matterdale valley. LDNP would not have agreed t o this flexible interpretation without a verbal 
commitment of this intention b y MPC a s trustee, to d o so. Additionally the funds held b y MPC 
earmarked for the replacement centre, were given o r awarded specifically t o go towards a 
Community Centre for Matterdale. These undertakings were made i n good faith b y the Parish 
Council as trustee o f MSF, and in its own right, and i t would undermine the reputation of the 
Parish Council if i t were t o g o back on its word. 
The Charity Commission initially gave advice t o the MPC, as trustee of MSF, that any proceeds 
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from the sale o f the New School would have to, i n the first instance, and i n accordance with the 
Trusts objects, be offered to the County Council for a contribution t o school improvements. It was 
only on the basis o f the stipulation from LDNP that the school should b e replaced with a similar 
facility that furthered educational and community objects, and the Parish Council's stated 
intention, to the planning officer, that it would comply with this stipulation, that the Charity 
Commission agreed to opening u p the process towards a change of objects of MSF, thus also 
allowing the property t o realise its proper value when i t was sold, and providing the funds for a 
replacement facility to b e built. Again, the written arguments made through the MPC solicitor, 
which were presented t o the Charity Commission for a change of objects were made i n good 
faith, and with the stated intention o f providing a replacement educational and community facility 
in the valley. 
The beneficiaries o f the Matterdale School Foundation funds are primarily the people o f the former 
Matterdale parish before it amalgamated with Watermillock parish. This does not mean that others 
resident i n adjacent neighbourhoods would not benefit from there being a Community Centre i n 
the Matterdale valley, but they are not the primary beneficiaries, and should not b e treated a s 
such. A Community Centre in Matterdale valley would provide all the educational and community 
benefits to meet the objects o f MSF i n full. N o other use o f the fund does these things. 
The Poll 
There have been many community consultations o f Matterdale valley residents of various kinds 
over the years: formal consultations, surveys, consultation meetings, including the most recent 
Open Days i n October 2024 t o consult over the redesigned building, all of which have shown that 
approximately two thirds o f residents have been in favour o f Matterdale having its own 
Community Centre. This current survey was brought about b y the concerted efforts of a small 
group of people who have not accepted the previous consultations outcomes, and who d o not 
want a Centre i n Matterdale. They produced a petition asking for a formal consultation based o n 
reasons which were a combination of "alternative facts" half truths, and opinions stated as fact. 
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The petition pertained t o b e about asking for a consultation when i n fact i t presented a spurious 
argument for why a Community Centre was not needed i n Matterdale. This group was well 
organised and undertook a concerted campaign to persuade people of their view, and t o 
undermine the viability o f the proposed centre. They also petitioned residents of Watermillock 
ward who are not the beneficiaries of the Trust, but who have now been given the false impression 
that they are. The Parish Council, a s trustee, has done nothing to dispel these myths, and 
therefore parishioners who signed the petition are making a judgement based o n misinformation. 
* The Village Survival Guide. Published by The Prince's Countryside Trust. 

Matterdale CC 
Grisedale explicitly stated his legacy is for the educational benefit of children of the community.  The old school was a capital 
asset. The benefit should be retained as a capital benefit.  

Matterdale CC I am a user of our local facilities and we need our new community centre. 

Matterdale CC 
I believe that building a new community centre run by the MCA would provide a powerful focus for the Matterdale community, 
would invigorate it and enable it to continue to thrive and develop. 

Matterdale CC 

I believe that there are many reasons why the proposed Education and Community Centre on the Recreation Field in the 
Matterdale Valley should go ahead. 
• The MSF only has the funds because Cumbria County Council agreed that the New School should be an asset of the Matterdale 
Ward. 
• The funds were enhanced considerably by the decision of the Lake District Planning Authority to allow the New School to be 
used for residential use after an undertaking by the MPC to build a replacement facility elsewhere in the Matterdale Valley. 
• The majority of the respondents to the original planning application in 2021 for an Education and Community Centre on the 
Recreation Field were in favour of the facility despite it being a building which was more of the scale of the halls in surrounding 
villages and therefore more likely to compete directly. 
• The new smaller design, which has also passed planning, would be less visible than the previous design and would not require 
large numbers to attend events to make it viable. 
• The proposed building, on a small portion of the recreation field, would provide facilities which would make the rest of the 
recreation field much more usable for recreational purposes, rather than the sheep grazing for which it is being used at present. 
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• Extra car parking in the area would make both Matterdale Church and the Royal Hotel more usable for events and functions. 
• The only other facilities for meeting in the valley will be a small meeting room at Matterdale Church, the church itself which 
does not have comfortable and flexible seating, and the Royal Hotel where events will increasingly conflict with diners and guests 
as the number of letting bedrooms goes up. 
 
There has always been a small number of people who have objected to the potential development, and in the 2018 consultation 
fraudulent returns were made.  As this was not successful in swaying the consultation against the development a small faction, 
in league with people from Watermillock, have resorted bullying tactics and to deliberate undermining of the Matterdale 
Community Association using a variety of underhand communications and scare mongering techniques.  
   
MCA has, over many years, been putting on events for those in the Matterdale Valley and surrounding area using whatever 
buildings and resources have been available.  This has not always been easy and has required considerable extra time in 
marshalling resources.   
 
The focus of most of those who live in the Matterdale Valley is, and has historically been, to the north, as travel to such places as 
Penruddock are easier.  The only connection to Watermillock via the Hause which can be difficult in Winter, busy in Summer and 
impossible by bicycle by all but the fittest.  Should the decision be not to build the facility then I would urge MSF to maintain the 
funds at the present level after taking inflation into account and to consider future applications from Penruddock, Mungrisdale 
and Greystoke for funds from the investment over and above inflation. 
 
Research suggests that the facility would be of interest to those outside the valley because of its setting.  It also has the potential 
to be well used by those in the Matterdale ward, although it will take a time to build up support given the damage caused within 
the community in recent months. 

Matterdale CC 

I feel quite strongly that the funds should be used to build a new Community Centre.  This would enable all members of the 
community to benefit and to share and participate in activities and events where we live to foster more of a sense of belonging. If 
it was also available for hire, it would enable others to enjoy the facility and to spend time in this special landscape (e.g. overnight 
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stays for voluntary organisations, school groups, clubs etc; weddings and parties) and generate income. 
 
At the very least, if funds were limited, it would be good to have a car park.  This would be particularly supportive of the church but 
also, with signposting/interpretation board it might provide access to Gowbarrow (could an enquiry be made for a permissive 
path to join the path from Ulcat Row?) Car parking would be by payment with exemption for residents of Matterdale and perhaps 
a 'green card' (to encourage exercise and enjoyment before 09.00 and after 17.00, for example).  If payment systems are too 
complicated, at least an honesty box.  
 
In my experience, trust funds provide limited longevity and if most target groups and individuals are young people, in a 
community such as Matterdale where housing is expensive there is a restricted sphere of those who might benefit.  However well 
administered the funds are (and CCF are very good) often trustees spend more time trying to spend the money and worrying 
about how to spend the money than the time spent on benefits by residents. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond about the Matterdale School Foundation. 

Matterdale CC 

I feel very strongly that Matterdale needs its own Education and Community Centre (ECC) as Matterdale is a totally separate and 
distinct community from Watermillock.  Going to Watermillock is difficult to get to and a dangerous drive over the Hause. We 
need something walkable for the considerable number of people who live in Matterdale, Matterdale End and Dockray, not all of 
whom have a car. Watermillock is too far away to bring direct community benefits to the Matterdale area. Having a village hall 
would help to bring the community together, as was proved by the marquee in the garden of The Royal which was known as the 
Virtual Village Hall (VVH). Events held in the VVH were very popular and well attended. This confirmed the need for a local 
Matterdale facility. The petitioners are claiming that there aren’t enough people in Matterdale interested in running and 
supporting an ECC but the use made of and attendance at VVH events proves the opposite.  
  
Furthermore, I believe the alternative proposal, to use the funds for grants, is a very unsatisfactory option which will primarily 
benefit individuals and/or specific community groups who apply for funding rather everyone in the community, now and in the 
future. There is a high risk that those who know how to operate the system would benefit from the grants, and those most in need 
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would not – you would have to know about the grants and how to apply for them to benefit, whereas a village hall would be visible 
and open to all. 
  
I urge the community to come together behind this deeply needed resource for the local Matterdale area. We owe it to future 
generations of Matterdale residents to use the available funding to create something lasting and open to all; grants would benefit 
the few, not everyone. 

Matterdale CC 

I support the community centre but if the preferred outcome is the Trust Fund I would very strongly argue that the investment 
should only be made in a strictly ethical, environmental and climate based fund and that the criteria applied should be open to 
scrutiny and input by residents.  

Matterdale CC 
I support the community centre.  If, however, the decision is made in favour of the trust fund, I would want it to be invested in a 
strictly ethical, environmental and climate compatible fund, and I would want to see and input to the investment criteria. 

Matterdale CC 

I vote for a community centre because apart from the very small church room we will soon have no other option.  WVH is 
inconvenient, especially in the winter.  for bigger events we may still have to use someone else's village hall, but for a lot of 
smaller events and meeting. the modest building that we can afford will do us very well.  We already have a Matterdale Trust 
Fund, so why has it be put as an option? 

Matterdale CC 

I was told personally in October 2024 that the replacement community building ‘should not go ahead’ and indeed that it ‘must 
not go ahead’. Three individuals spoke to me of ‘dividing the community’ if this process was to continue. 
 
Subsequently these individuals have all been central in the ‘Matterdale Petition’ group. The timing, the tone and the misleading 
and manipulative nature of the activities and opinions circulated by them are a clear attempt to sabotage years of work by the 
community and thousands of pounds of investment by the MSF to re establish the Matterdale community building. 
 
This process by the MSF, despite what the ‘Petitioners’ infer, has always invited all members of the community to engage in and 
comment on proposals - something which the ‘Petitioners’ did not do with their own opaque lobbying and canvassing. The MSF 
has always made the results of any community feedback available to everyone  - again not something that the ‘Petitioners’ are 
doing. Many parishioners who either were not invited to sign the petition, or to view its contents, or were invited and refused to 
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sign have subsequently not been party to the opinion and gossip circulated by them. Their email updates have been nothing but 
attempts to undermine trust in anyone supporting a replacement community building or the work done to date in trying to achieve 
this. 
 
From October last year I have witnessed personally the confrontational and antagonist tone of this small opposition pressure 
group first hand. The talk of dividing the community has now sadly manifested itself, not only with the misleading petition and 
emails but with the disruption and manipulation of the workings of MPC and the MSF. How can MPC retain any credibility as the 
sole trustee of the MSF when it has co-opted two of the ringleaders from the ‘Petitioners’ into its ranks. This is absolutely 
unacceptable - it has been obvious recently to anyone paying attention that there is a majority bias in the MPC against the 
replacement community building, in no small part due to glaring conflicts of interest which have never been declared.  
 
Just one example - we now have a situation where one quarter of the councillors are also trustees of Watermillock Village Hall, an 
organisation which since this vote opened has openly told the community of it’s opposition to the replacement Matterdale 
community building and mislead people on the history of attempts at cooperation between MSF, WMVH and MCA. 
 
MPC have actively avoided clarifying or correcting any of the misleading information circulated in the last 6 months, I fear now we 
will have to look back on many wasted years of work by committed and genuine members of this community, and thousands of 
pounds spent on securing planning permissions, all because of this sabotage and subterfuge. 
 
The replacement of the Matterdale community building has been a process that has received the backing of the community in 
open and independent consultation. The vast majority of the capital held by MSF has come to it on the understanding that a 
replacement community building should be provided. I’ve heard a lot of slippery justifications why this doesn’t have to be 
followed through but the principal is absolutely clear - Matterdale lost a village hall and as a result the MSF received a significant 
amount of money on the understanding that it would replace it. MSF subsequently changed it’s charitable objects to make this 
possible - with support of the community to do so. 
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If MPC now now look at vague and ill defined alternatives that are as yet unknown, not disclosed, and also quite possibly outside 
the mandate of the MSF objects MPC are not carrying out their duty of care as sole trustee of this charity. 

Matterdale CC 

It is the long established wish of the Matterdale Community to build a replacement village hall. In the 2021 planning application 
there were 47 letters of support (out of 49) extolling the virtues and benefits to the Matterdale community that a dedicated village 
hall would bring.  Solemn undertakings have been made by the Parish Council to the LDNPA and Local Council that their 
facilitation of funding would be duly honoured in this way.  
 
It is a matter of extreme regret that a small number of articulate residents, opposed to the village hall, have orchestrated a 
negative campaign in an attempt to appropriate these funds which they themselves have not earned. Their alarmist campaign 
has been devised to implant uncertainty and fear within the community. The fear that the Matterdale Community Hall project is 
not viable, will increase the cost of the precept, and/or may undermine the viability of Watermillock Village Hall - leading to it's 
closure. 
 
The alternative proposed is that of a Trust fund. This alternative whilst appearing laudable, by it's very nature, will be of limited 
benefit and to only a small number of residents. It cannot bring the community together in joint community enterprise, 
celebration or commemoration. Nor will it facilitate a base providing educational opportunity to students from outside of the 
parish but within the County. This provision of facility being a key undertaking to the organisations from whom the funds were 
pledged and facilitated. 
 
Ultimately, it is a matter of trust. Faith has been placed in this Parish Council by committed residents, important and influential 
outside Benefactors and Authorities, anticipating the fulfilment  of these solemn commitments. Specifically and solely to provide 
and build this vital facility for the advantage of ALL Matterdale residents, together with consideration to the broader Cumbrian 
and National educational community. 

Matterdale CC Joan Hamilton 

Matterdale CC 
Most of the funds held by MSF came from the sale of the "New School" and were specifically given to enable a new village hall for 
residents of Matterdale Ward to be built replacing the space within the "New School" previously used up until the start of the 21st 
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century. Prior to that MSF was dormant & had no funds for educational grants or for any other purpose. 
The funds held by the MPC Recreation Fund were all provided by donors in the expectation these funds would be used to build a 
replacement village hall. They were not provided to subsidise the precept for the whole of the parish which seems to be the case 
with the proposed 2026-2027  budget which was agreed without any debate at the November 2025 Parish Council meeting.  In 
the proposed budget £2000 of interest which could be used to help with the work to build a village hall for Matterdale Ward 
residents has been diverted and is to be used in "running costs" for MPC. The Recreation Fund also seems to have been merged 
into Parish Council funds and is not accounted for seperated as previously had been done. 

Matterdale CC 
My only concern is that the location of the new community centre should ideally be at the centre of the village to be more viable. 
I realise that option was lost some time ago. 

Matterdale CC Opportunity for employment for local people aswell as the obvious opportunities  

Matterdale CC 

The late Keith Clark of Matterdale managed to convince Cumbria County Council 
(CCC) that the proceeds of the sale of the New School at Matterdale should be 
retained by the Matterdale Parish Council (MPC) rather than go to the CCC and that 
the money should be used to provide an Education and Community Centre (ECC) 
given that the old Village Hall was no longer fit for purpose. Initially it was planned 
that the New School should be converted to the ECC but this was shown to be not 
technically or economically feasible so a new site was sought. After a search for 
possible sites in Matterdale and Dockray proved impossible it was agreed that the 
Recreation Field in Matterdale, owned by the Parish Council, would be the preferred 
location for the new ECC. 
At consultations on the proposal for the ECC there was overall support. At one event 
70% of the community were in favour. When submitted to the Lake District Park 
Authority (LDNPA) the proposal was approved. However, whilst the architect was 
told to come up with a design and necessary infrastructure for the ECC that could be 
paid for from money that was held by the MPC (New School Sale and Recreation 
Fund), approximately £400k, his proposal was eventually costed at near £1million. A 



Matterdale PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Clerk: Nick Phillips, 14 Twickenham Court, Carlisle CA1 3TW 

Tel: 0750 800 1602  Email: Clerk@Matterdale-pc.gov.uk  www.matterdaleparishcouncil.org  
 
 
 

revised proposal, within the financial limits of the MPC, was submitted to the LDNPA 
and approved. It should be noted that many who organised and signed a petition 
(see below) wrote letters of support to the LDNPA in favour of the ECC when the 
application was being considered. 
At a later date a petition was organised which was distributed to selected residents in 
Matterdale Parish. It was not shown to many residents (whom no doubt it was 
assumed would not sign or would be opposed to the petition) nor was it shown or 
discussed with the Matterdale Community Association (MCA). The petition, after I 
received a copy in confidence from a recipient, asked that more information be made 
available about the need for and cost of the ECC and that alternatives for the use of 
the money should be considered. In the petition, details of the potential alternatives 
were so vague as to be almost meaningless and, until this poll, this was the first time 
that certain potential options are mentioned. De facto in light of further actions by the 
petition organisers this was the first attempt to block the development of the ECC on 
the Recreation Field. Much of the information contained in the petition, and follow 
ups, can be questioned as to whether being ‘somewhat economical with the truth’. It 
is now clear from discussions with some people who signed the petition in good faith 
that they now wish that they hadn’t, as they are in favour of the ECC. Several others 
who declined to sign the petition refused to do so as they knew that it would divide 
the local community. It is interesting to note that two of the petition organisers were 
able to convince the MPCS that action must be taken to follow up on the petition 
results. When a Working Group was set up it is a concern to many Matterdale 
residents that whilst two ‘petitioners’ were on the Working Group, no one from the 
community in favour of the ECC was invited to join. 
The issue of Watermillock and Watermillock Village Hall (WMVH) and its relationship 
with the Matterdale community and the proposed ECC must be seriously considered, 
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not least given the number of falsehoods that have been expressed. As far as I am 
aware, when the ECC was being proposed and consulted on there was little concern 
shown by the WMVH Committee. Indeed, far more use was made by Matterdale 
residents of the WMVH than Watermillock interactions in Matterdale. Matterdale 
residents supported the WMVH by renting the Hall and attending events, thus 
providing financial help. Indeed a period of mutual collaboration proved highly 
successful. However, when the MCA proposed that further collaboration should be 
explored this was turned down by the WMVH Committee. This point must be 
stressed, for it is not true that the MCA had turned down a proposal to discuss future 
collaboration, as stated in a note (which I have seen a copy of) sent to Watermillock 
residents by the WMVH Committee. A request from the MCA that this false 
information should be corrected, was rejected. It is also palpable nonsense when it 
has been stated that residents of Watermillock will not have access to the Recreation 
Field. Finally, it is a major concern to residents of Matterdale that the letter sent out 
to residents in Watermillock stated that the funds could be used to bolster the 
WMVH. Fortunately this is not proposed in Option 2 in the Poll, but who knows what 
might happen in the future. Matterdale is a separate and distinctive entity, requiring 
its own facility; travelling over the Hause in winter is not desirable and many can 
walk to the Recreation Field. 
It is tragic that the issue of whether or not to build an ECC has led to such division in 
what used to be a happy and contributing community. Why, when initially there was 
widespread support, is there now such vehement opposition? If the organisers of the 
petition had a ‘Road to Damascus’ conversion it would be interesting to know why, 
but we probably never will! In one sense the outcome of the poll is totally irrelevant, 
as the Matterdale School Foundation (MSF) can choose to decide whatever they 
want to do, subject to meeting Charity Commission objectives – but rest assured that 
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follow up decisions and next steps will be closely monitored by many in the 
Matterdale community. Given that many members of the MSF have a strong vested 
interest in the outcome of this issue, in the spirit of democracy it is to be hoped that 
they will declare a conflict of interest and take no part in the deliberations. It is deeply 
sad that the undoubted technical, financial and entrepreneurial skills of many of 
those now opposed to the ECC cannot be used instead to help make a success of 
an ECC, as they did when supporting the Virtual Village Hall and other community 
activities before they suddenly turned against it. We should not only be thinking of 
the potential benefits of the ECC now, but also for future generations in 50 to 100 
years’ time. When this sordid history is written up and published in Planning and 
Land Use journals it will be interesting to see how this Matterdale debacle will be 
viewed by a wider public. 

Matterdale CC 

This poll should never have taken place. Following the previous poll conducted by ACT, a n 
independent organisation, MSF were given a clear mandate to work to set u p a replacement 
Community and Education Centre, and over the following years a huge amount of work was 
undertaken t o achieve this end. Just a t the point when the project was in a position t o move with 
an affordable design and planning permission granted, a small group of powerful and well 
organised individuals took i t upon themselves to stir u p the community in opposition to the 
building of a centre i n Matterdale. I t should be noted that the revised planning application 
submitted and approved i n 2024 was granted by The Lake District National Park without a single 
objection. The application would have ensured that the recreation field owned by the Parish 
Council would i n the future b e used for community recreation and educational pursuits rather than 
being let out for grazing. 
The petition they produced, whilst purporting t o be requesting a further consultation, in fact was 
drafted deliberately to create a narrative opposing the establishment of the centre. This has been 
further reinforced b y subsequent emails sent around the community detailing why the centre 
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should not be built. The petition was full of misinformation and half truths. The Parish Council was 
asked how it intended t o respond to the misinformation when the petition was presented, but has 
failed to d o s o before this survey was sent out. 
There have always been a relatively small minority o f residents who opposed the building o f a 
replacement centre i n Matterdale. In the survey undertaken b y ACT, over 120 fraudulent returns 
were made opposing the creation of a centre. Fortunately, ACT spotted the fraud, and discounted 
the fraudulent returns. I t i s now o f concern that the person who is currently chairing the Parish 
Council and Matterdale School Foundation was the most vocal opponent o f establishing a centre 
at the Public Meetings prior to the survey being undertaken. It i s also of concern that the two new 
counsellors who have been co-opted onto the Parish Council were centrally involved in preparing 
the petition. 
I t would appear that the moral undertaking t o the Lake District Planning Authority that a 
replacement centre would b e built i f the old community centre was sold carries no weight with the 
petitioners regardless of the fact that planning permission to change the use of the centre into a 
residential home would not have been granted without this undertaking. I t i s important to 
remember that the bulk of MS's capital came from the sale o f the New School. I would hope that 
MPC and MSF would take their moral responsibility more seriously than the petitioners. 

Matterdale CC 
Unfortunately there has been a very negative lead up to this poll from quarters not in favour of  a new community centre which I 
think will have influenced opinion  

Matterdale CC 
When the school was sold I thought the money was to help build a community centre but all that has been done up to now is 
spend money and no return.  So I say just get on and get this community centre building up and running please. 

Matterdale CC 

You need to make a decision. You’ve always had the ability to make your own decision. The poll now means nothing as its 
legitimacy has been undermined. So it’s back to you to make a decision that you feel meets the objects, powers and history of 
MSF both legally and morally. A decision that you are all confident to publicly put your names to. 

Matterdale TF 
 
In this country, we do not have a strong track record of being able to build projects to plan, whether in terms of time or cost.  
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Given the current state of the economy and soaring costs, I believe there is a significant risk that building of the community 
centre might begin without being finished, meaning that the money would be wasted.  
 
I further believe that if the money is to be used to build a building it should be in relation to a building that can generate significant 
income and employment.  For example, I would advocate using the money to create something equivalent to the Pirates of 
Penrith business, with tea rooms that attract visitors and money into the parish.  Clearly, that idea is not the subject of this poll 
and, consequently, I believe it essential to preserve the capital monies within invested funds that can grow and be available to 
the parish in the long term.     
 
In terms of community space generally, I am confident that there are sufficient other spaces available in the local area that mean 
the absence of a village hall in Dockray and Matterdale is not detrimental to community life. 
 
I think it is important that the scope of activities to which the annual investment income can be applied is not made too narrow, 
to allow a wider freedom to support projects and investment for the greater good of the parish and its residents throughout the 
years. 

Matterdale TF 

A fund would exist in perpetuity. A village hall will not. 
A wider range of people in the ward will benefit from the fund. 
There is already a village hall in the parish. Two failing village halls would prevail. 
The business plan for the village hall in unachievable. 

Matterdale TF 

A Trust Fund would directly support the residents of the Matterdale Ward, in particular children and young people  for whom the 
Matterdale School Foundation was established. 
There are other established community venues in the vicinity. They are available for hire and already well used by residents of the 
Matterdale Ward, no need for another. 

Matterdale TF About time. Two generations of kids have missed out on potential grants.  

Matterdale TF 
An education and community centre???  I thought it was to be a "Village Hall" 
I object in the strongest terms possible for money to be spent (wasted) on a a glorified shed which is a classic "white elephant" in 
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my opinion. 
Also, why should anyone just agree to option1 when there is no need for it.   
I suggest some moment (perhaps £100k) be put in a fund for educational purposes and the remainder donated to the Cumbria 
County Council Education Department. 

Matterdale TF 

Consideration should be given to the points made in the letter from the Watermillock Village Hall Committee, specifically their 
concerns that the business plan significantly underestimates costs, and that a second village hall so close to the existing one 
risks making both unsustainable.  

Matterdale TF 

Having lived in the Parish since 1985 (formerly at Patterdale) I felt a new purpose built centre was a complete white elephant- the 
old centre was rarely used and went into decline.  The churchRoyal, Watermillock Hall are all alternatives for gatherings - or 
indeed hiring marquess on the field.  It's a pity children/young people in recent years at university etc have not benefitted.  Maybe 
this can be rectified? 

Matterdale TF 

Having spent seven years on the Watermillock Village Hall committee, including four years of organising the lettings calendar, I 
know the challenges of running such a venue and I believe that the amount of work involved has been under played in the 
proposal for a new Community Centre. We already have such a facility in the parish at Watermillock and if all residents in the 
catchment area were to work together I think that would best serve us all.  

Matterdale TF I am not in favour of either - would have preferred the money to go to charity (ie hospice) 

Matterdale TF 

I do not believe there is a need for another community building. It would be a total waste of funds. I do not believe the business 
case is realistic. The past five years have demonstrated that we are able to run quality community events using existing venues. 
The money would therefore be much better used to assist with grants for residents and community projects.  

Matterdale TF 

I feel the trust fund is the better option.  Building a new community centre is a little bit like pie in the sky.  It may or may not get off 
the ground.  If eventually it did get off the ground then no doubt the costs will have risen way faster than the value of the 
investments and will also probably end up way over budget, which is what usually happens with these projects. 

Matterdale TF 

I personally can not think of a bigger waste of money. The concept of a village hall is an outdated idea. The idea that people will 
use a hall is well founded, if you live in 1860. The business case is ill founded. To invest approximately £500,000 to create the 
opportunity to have to work to create £2000 profit after expenses is ridiculous. The idea of investing the same capital to create 
approximately passive £25000 profit via investment appears a "no brainer". Finally the local residents are unaware that cost of 
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upkeep could be forced onto their council tax bills. I feel this point needs to be made clear to the residents as it will place an 
increased financial burden on residents and may impact on resale value of their properties.   

Matterdale TF 
I think the use of such a large amount of money would be better spent in the community rather than on a community centre that 
really doesn’t have the support to keep it going. There’s a perfectly serviceable village hall at Watermillock.  

Matterdale TF 
I'd like to see a trust fund for grants including supporting local school children and young people at university and further 
education  

Matterdale TF 

I've deliberated long and hard on this, vacillating between the two options - hence the late submission. If this poll had been 12 
months ago, I'd be submitting a different opinion, and I still feel that some form of central community hub would be a great 
benefit to Matterdale - but it doesn't have to be in the form of the proposed community centre - and maybe more than one venue, 
such as the Royal, the Church, etc, will all play a part. Right now, and for the future, I don't feel it's appropriate to put the burden 
of this onto an overworked and dispirited few, when the division within the community is so raw. If finances can grow - as 
described - maybe it would be possible to revisit option 1 in the future, but not right now. Very sorry for those who worked hard to 
try to bring what they thought the community wanted to fruition. 

Matterdale TF 

It has become clear that a Matterdale Community Centre is not needed, wanted or sustainable and has become a vanity project 
for a small number of misguided people. 
Successful events in the past have been conceived and run by a group of people who ( with their directly acquired insight) have 
since realised that such a project is sheer folly on many levels. These voices should be heard and heeded. 
The total lack of engagement, self reflection  and reluctance to accept what has become blindingly obvious exposes their false 
claims of competence. 
A single , well run and financed Community Centre at Watermillock offers the local population a perfectly adequate facility with 
no financial risk and the MSF fund can then be directed towards its original aims of helping and supporting young people. 

Matterdale TF Not sure if this is an either/or decision for MSF.  Funds need to be used to further both objects. 

Matterdale TF 

On a personal level, I feel no confidence in the people who have previously been attempting to get the new building and have not 
considered our local opinions at all, so I feel a new set of people should be involved in setting criteria for a trust fund, should that 
be what is voted for!  
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Matterdale TF 

Several People in the Matterdale and Watermillock Community feel we have a perfectly adequate village hall in Watermillock and 
have stated this over many years.    We have also asked the question where has all the money gone from the sale of what are 
called the old school and the new school? 

Matterdale TF Thank you to all that have the time and energy to support Matterdale community. 

Matterdale TF 

The area is already served by a community centre. We have seen all over the country that these centres can struggle when there 
is not enough population or density of population to cover it. With the high running costs faced by centres these days this is 
especially pertinent. I feel that a well managed fund could return real benefits to the community with significantly lower risk to its 
financial viability. We have already seen how much has been spent on consultants and studies for a new centre and there is no 
reason to believe this would not continue. I would be excited to see what good work could be done with a fund and keen that the 
nearby village hall could continue to fulfil that aspect of our community.  

Matterdale TF 

The building of a new community Centre does not have sufficient support and we will be left responsible to help fund. All the 
events over the last few years have seen the numbers drop significantly due to lack of interest and support especially by those 
who have lived here the longest. 

Matterdale TF 

The business case from the MCA is very poor, it is reliant on bringing hundreds of external people to the valley in order to try and 
gather funds to run the Hall for the residents and local community. This is not a sustainable model. The proposed smaller hall is 
too small to be of any real use to the community. The funds should be used for community projects to benefit the locals along 
with education and grants, something that the MSF has failed to deliver at all over many years. 

Matterdale TF 

The investment trust will keep the funds in the community forever, rather than risk leaving a legacy of debt and depreciation. We 
already have an excellent village hall and do not need another one. Those in favour of another village hall have not demonstrated 
that there is a market to support it through the events and activities proposed. 

Matterdale TF 

The Matterdale village hall proposal is one of the most poorly thought through tasks I have encountered: not only has the budget 
already been exceeded (and still the bill is increasing) but no progress or return on investment has been made. The plan is 
disappointing, there is no thought on how this will benefit the future generations of Matterdale valley. I can not name one person 
of my age or below who has ever entered a village hall let alone consistently used one. Failure to account for the future kids your 
supposed to care for is beyond frustrating and the amount of money that has been/and is continued to be wasted is insulting. 
Please rethink.  
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Matterdale TF 

The money can be better spent elsewhere such as funding the education of the children in the valley, that is what the money was 
originally intended for. 
The financial burden of the village hall on the future children of the valley is detrimental to their education. 

Matterdale TF There is no need to build another village hall 

Matterdale TF 

There is no viable business case for a village hall. We already have the church meeting rooms, the Dockray Hotel and 
Watermillock Village Hall to host events at. 
 
A trust fund means money can be used by the community without depleting the capital invested and without the need for 
community fund raising. 
 
The original fund was to benefit the children of the valley. The proposal of a village hall is disrespectful of the benefactors wishes. 

Matterdale TF This has been a very difficult decision.   I will support the result whichever way it goes.  

Matterdale TF 
This is not an easy situation. I don't believe either option is ideal nd there are strengths and weaknesses to both proposals. On 
balance, I feel the money should be invested and used for educational purposes of local people. 

Matterdale TF 
We do not believe there is sufficient demand to justify a new community centre currently - with plenty of capacity in surrounding 
village community halls available.  

Matterdale TF 
Whilst I support a trust fund, I would urge the MSF to draw the terms as widely as possible within their objects. The current draft 
terms seem rather restrictive  

Matterdale TF Why can't the Trust Fund be managed by the Parish Council rather than another body??  

Watermillock CC 

I don't think either of these two options would be the best use of the funds. Watermillock village hall already exists as a 
community resource. I also don't think a fund is needed for educational resources. I'd prefer the see the funds used to build 
affordable housing within the parish so that young families are able to move into the area and contribute to the community. 

Watermillock CC 

I have clicked option 1 above as I think MSF/MPC should proceed with this option if feasible, and I would like to add a number of 
points about the options as presented. 
 
First, I do not believe the choice has been set out correctly.  It is not a binary choice. In my view, the right way to proceed is for 
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MPC/MSF first to decide whether building a new Community Centre is financially feasible, both in terms of the capital cost and 
the projected subsequent running cost.  If it is feasible then it should proceed.  If it is not feasible, then MPC/MSF can proceed to 
look at other uses for the money within MSF’s objects, including the option of a trust fund as set out in the documents.  In other 
words, the choice should not be either/or: it can be first one and then the other, if the first can’t go ahead. 
 
I say that MPC/MSF should look at the community centre option first because a very large part (at least) of the funds currently 
held by MPC and MSF arise because of an expectation (to put it at its lowest) over many years that a community centre would be 
built to replace the community facilities previously lost.  The largest element of the funds, the sale proceeds of the “New School”, 
only arose because the LDNP gave permission for a change of use of the building so that it could be sold as a dwelling.  The LDNP 
also gave planning permission for the construction of a new community centre as an exception to its usual approach to new 
building on green field sites because it wanted to support the community. 
 
Second, I do not believe it has been made clear in the papers that Watermillock Ward residents have no interest in the proposed 
trust fund.  The MSF beneficiaries are limited to Matterdale Ward.  The only interest Watermillock Ward residents have in this 
debate is the potential use of Parish assets - namely the recreation field - in the construction of the new community centre (and, 
of course, the potential for them to use the new centre, if built).  I feel there is a material risk that Watermillock residents could 
choose the trust fund option without realising that they cannot benefit from it. 
 
Third, the two options are not equivalent.  Option 1 is a fully worked-through proposal for a community centre. Option 2 is vague 
and amorphous as presented because it is not clear how any grant process would work. Indeed, the survey papers themselves 
state that the proposed criteria are in draft form as they require ratification, legal advice, and a change in objects!  Nowhere do 
they state that the objects, unless changed, limit the grant giving power to young people resident in the Matterdale Ward.  In 
short, in choosing Option 1, people know what they are getting (if feasible).  In choosing Option 2, they have no idea what they 
would get. 
 
Finally, Option 2 is not, in practice, the only alternative if the community centre doesn’t go ahead.  Grants are not the only other 
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use of the money permitted by the objects.   I consider it would have been more helpful if the papers had included the objects and 
simply explained that, if the community centre does not proceed, MSF and MPC would have to consider alternative uses of the 
money within the objects, for none of which was there a current worked-through plan. 

Watermillock CC 

I have clicked option 1 above as I think MSF/MPC should proceed with this option if it is feasible. 
 
However, this choice has not been set out correctly.  It is not a binary choice. In my view, the right way to proceed is for MPC/MSF 
first to decide whether building a new Community Centre is financially feasible, both in terms of the capital cost and the 
projected subsequent running cost.  If it is feasible then it should proceed.  If it is not feasible, then MPC/MSF can look at other 
uses for the money within MSF’s objects, including the option of a trust fund as set out in the documents.  In other words, the 
choice should not be either/or: it can be first one and then the other, if the first can’t go ahead. 
 
I say that MPC/MSF should look at the community centre option first because a very large part (at least) of the funds currently 
held by MPC and MSF arise because of an expectation (to put it at its lowest) over many years that a community centre would be 
built to replace the community facilities previously lost.  The largest element of the funds, the sale proceeds of the “New School”, 
only arose because the LDNPA gave permission for a change of use of the building so that it could be sold as a dwelling.  The 
LDNPA also gave planning permission for the construction of a new community centre as an exception to its usual approach to 
new building on green field sites because it wanted to support the community. 
 
Second, it has not been made clear in the papers that Watermillock Ward residents have no interest in the proposed trust 
fund.  The MSF beneficiaries are limited to Matterdale Ward.  The only interest Watermillock Ward residents have in this debate is 
the potential use of Parish assets - namely the recreation field - in the construction of the new community centre (and, of course, 
the potential for them to use the new centre, if built).  I feel there is a risk that Watermillock residents could choose the trust fund 
option without realising that they cannot benefit from it. 
 
Third, the two options are not equivalent.  Option 1 is a fully worked-through proposal for a community centre. Option 2 is vague 
and amorphous as presented because it is not clear how any grant process would work. Indeed, the survey papers themselves 
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state that the proposed criteria are in draft form as they require ratification, legal advice, and a change in objects!  Nowhere do 
they state that the objects, unless changed, limit the grant giving power to young people resident in the Matterdale Ward only. In 
short, in choosing Option 1, people know what they are getting (if feasible).  In choosing Option 2, they have no idea what they 
would get. 
 
Finally, Option 2 is not, in practice, the only alternative if the community centre doesn’t go ahead.  Grants are not the only other 
use of the money permitted by the objects.   I consider it would have been more helpful if the papers had included the objects and 
simply explained that, if the community centre does not proceed, MSF and MPC would have to consider alternative uses of the 
money within the objects, for none of which was there a current worked-through plan. 

Watermillock CC 

My reservations re Option 1: we already have Watermillock village hall so why not use that? Building a new centre may threaten 
Watermillock village hall's future. Re Option 2: The people in the area are generally already privileged so I think is questionable to 
provide grants to residents. Option 3: Build low-cost housing with local-occupancy clauses available for rent or purchase. The 
community needs more young families, who are priced-out by wealthy retirees. Without this it will continue to decline. 

Watermillock CC Providing knowledge of subjects  

Watermillock TF 

As a resident of Watermillock I feel the building of another community centre unessarry as Watermillock, Glenridding and Pooly 
Bridge already have built facilities. An ideal use of funds would be to make the 3 existing community centers accessible by foot, 
wheelchairs, bikes and pushchairs as currently access is via the main road A592 which is incredibly dangerous.  Or the Ullswater 
Way. A permissive path similar to the one between the Brakenrigg pub and Anotherplace would be ideal. This would bring 
additional footfall to all 3 community centres aiding regeneration with out the need for an additional new build. 

Watermillock TF 

At this time I am not inclined to chose either option. Building a new Community Centre appears to be a very expensive option , 
given the size of the local community ( and hence limited demand), cost of running  and somewhat wasteful of facilities that 
currently exist in the parish. Watermillock Hall is already an excellent facility and well used  ( though with extra growth potential) 
and there is an excellent educational facility ( albeit private) at Gowbarrow Hall, to name a couple. A Trust fund sounds a better 
option but the allocation of monies, grants needs a much more coordinated and transparent approach . I see no information on 
any collaborative communications, for instance, with stakeholders of Watermillock Village Hall and until I see such evidence I 
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chose not to vote , and wish it known for that reason rather than just a 'neither' vote. However tocomplete this survey it has been 
necessary to chose one , but I do not want this considered( yet) a yes vote for a Trust Fund.  

Watermillock TF Delete grant criterium 3a. 

Watermillock TF 

I believe that the unique opportunities present by a trust fund is the best option as this allows for very local grants to be made on 
an annual basis. I believe that building a new centre is unnecessary as there are ample such halls in the area at Penruddock, 
Pooley Bridge, Watermillock, Glenridding and Stainton. Such a centre is likely to be underused and to incur maintenance costs to 
the parish council. 

Watermillock TF 

I believe there are sufficient existing under-utilised Community Centres/ facilities in the area to satisfy local needs. Whilst the 
business case indicates an additional facility is viable in the short term, I am not convinced that this will stand the test of time. In 
the absence of any sureties or guarantees, the new building may become a burden on the Parish, leading to the loss of 
Recreational Ground and poor utilisation of the funds held by the MSF. 

Watermillock TF 

I do feel that two facilities close together may lead to one or both being underused and thus unable to cover their overheads.  I 
personally benefitted enormously as a teenager from a grant to travel in France during the summer holidays.  I became fluent in 
French and have derived great benefit and pleasure from being able to read, write and speak French. 

Watermillock TF 

I do not understand why you are proposing building a new community centre when there are already village halls in place, ie One 
in Matterdale and one in Watermillock- surely we should be promoting using our existing facilities. Please liaise with the 
Watermillock Village hall committee to better plan joint enterprises rather than acting in isolation.  

Watermillock TF i feel that the parish doesnt need another village hall when we have a lovely one already in Watermillock 

Watermillock TF 
Neither option is the best option 
Funds should be invested in Watermillock Village Hall 

Watermillock TF 

Not happy that these are the only 2 choices but does not make sense to build another village hall in the parish. If we were starting 
from scratch today we would not build all these village halls over Cumbria, lovely as they are, as they are not going to be 
sustainable in the medium to long term. 

Watermillock TF 

The trust fund offers wide ranging benefits by empowering a community to address specific local needs at any given point in time.  
It ensures long term stewardship of the community assets and finances and ensures that a very valuable asset is passed on in the 
Parish for generations to come.  
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Watermillock TF There is no need in the Parish for a Community Centre, if needed other places could be utilised. 

Watermillock TF 
This is a difficult decision but I feel Watermillock Village Hall could be shared by both communities and therefore a Trust Fund 
may serve the community better. 

Watermillock TF 

This trust fund is a once in a lifetime opportunity for the whole Parish. It has the potential to provide the community with financial 
support for projects and initiatives whilst prioritising those that are most important to residents at any given point in time. It also 
ensures that the assets are protected for long term use and would also take into account changes in demographics and thus the 
changing needs of the community.  

Watermillock TF 

Using the money to improve footpaths infrastructure  around the parish would be beneficial, this would improve acess to places 
safer and more readily along with improving peoples wellbeing.  Additionally promoting grants for younger people to develope 
their potential that will one day benefit not only the parish but also the situations to hand that the individual applies themselves 
against on a larger scale. 
 
We have the outward bound centre at watermillock for education along with other facilities locally, with 3 Village halls 
(Watermillock, Pooley Bridge and Glenridding), I can't see the benefit of additional new build when these ones are in close 
proximity. 
 
As a believer of reducing waste streams and value added mindset, this is why I have gone for this option. 

Watermillock TF Watermillock has a beautiful village hall already and serves the Parish really well, so building another seems a bit pointless 
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