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Minutes of the Matterdale Parish Council which took place at 7.00pm on Monday 2 March 
2026. 

Present: P Airey (Chair), C Beaumont, R Dobinson, D Holder, R Lloyd, J O’Neil, Petrie, N Ratcliffe, J 
Wilson  

In attendance: Nick Phillips (Clerk), Westmorland and Furness Cllr J Derbyshire  

 
 

97. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - received apologies and approved reasons for absence 
from Cllrs Newport and Lightburn – not present Cllr Harrison 

98. MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING held on 5 January 2026 - authorised the chair 
to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 5 January 2026. 

99. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
a. Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their 

register of interests 
b. To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature 
c. To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda and their nature 

(Councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the meeting for the relevant 
items) 

d. To make any requests for dispensation  
100. Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)  

To decide whether there are any items of business which require exclusion of the 
press and public  

101. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  none present 
102. WESTMORLAND AND FURNESS COUNCILLOR REPORTS–received the following 

items for information: Budget has been agreed – central government funding has 
been cut for the core role of the council.  Money has been allocated to Watermillock 
Village Hall and SITU. Community transport conference 10 March at Quiet Site.  7 
March road closure for Fibrus work.  Resurfacing work planned for some of the roads 
in parish.  Community Resilience – looking at whether they could get someone to 
speak at Place Action Group.  There may be potential funding for EV charge points 
and the council will seek locations.  Public Space protection Order – should be 
implemented soon.  Assets of Community Value – highlight to residents that this is 
something that can be looked at to protect assets such as pubs, village shops, 
allotments etc. Questions were raised about potholes and drainage and the clerk will 
share details with Cllr Derbyshire of any outstanding issues.   

103. POLICE MATTERS –resolved not to submit any matters to the Local Focus Hub. 
104. PLANNING APPLICATIONS -  

a. noted the following applications that were delegated to the Clerk for decision 
following consultation with councillors and the comments below made online. 
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7/2026/3011 Knotts Mill Country 
Lodge, Watermillock, 
Penrith, CA11 0JN 

Change of use from guest house to 
a flexible use allowing either a 
single dwellinghouse, a single 
holiday let, or a dwellinghouse with 
a retained holiday let 

Support 

7/2025/3085 The Boathouse, 
Another Place, 
Watermillock, Penrith, 
Cumbria, CA11 0LP 

Replace the septic tank with a new 
package treatment plant 

Support 

b. Noted the following applications were granted approval 
7/2025/3133 Underwood, 

Watermillock, Penrith, 
Cumbria, CA11 0LS 

window to South east corner. Replacement with a 3 no. 
adjacent roof windows, paired with corresponding 
casement windows below. Internal alterations and 
refurbishments.  

7/2025/3152 1, High Birch Close, 
Penruddock, Penrith, 
CA11 0SD 

Proposed alterations and extension - variation of 
condition 2 (plans) on application 7/2023/3021 for minor 
design alterations  

 
105. FINANCE 

a. Payments- authorised schedule of payments totalling £712.84 (VN 61-65) 
VN Inv. Date PAYEE CHQ. NO/ Ref no Purpose of 

Expenditure 
AMOUNT 

 £ 
VAT  

INCLUDED  
£ 

NET 
AMOUNT 

£ 
62 03/03/2026 Nick 

Phillips 
300001 Expenses 313.70 0.00 313.70 

61 03/03/2026 Water 
Plus 

300002 Water bill 91.23 0.00 91.23 

63 27/03/2026 Nick 
Phillips 

0 Salary 247.42 0.00 247.42 

64 27/03/2026 HMRC 120PH003198092506 PAYE 54.49 0.00 54.49 
65 27/03/2026 Unity 

Trust 
Bank 

0 Bank 
Charges 

6.00 0.00 6.00 

b. Payments- authorised schedule of payments totalling £307.91(VN 1-3) (NB 
2026-27 accounts) 

VN Inv. Date PAYEE CHQ. NO/ Ref no Purpose of 
Expenditure 

AMOUNT 
 £ 

VAT  
INCLUDED  

£ 

NET 
AMOUNT 

£ 
01 27/04/2026 Nick 

Phillips 
0 Salary 247.42 0.00 247.42 

02 27/04/2026 HMRC 120PH003198092506 PAYE 54.49 0.00 54.49 
03 27/04/2026 Unity 

Trust 
Bank 

0 Bank 
Charges 

6.00 0.00 6.00 

c. Monthly reconciliation (December 2025 and January 2026) –received and 
noted the reconciliation and balances checked by Cllr Holder.   

d. Monthly budget update- received and noted 
e. Receipt –noted receipt from Unity Trust bank – Interest £24.18, R10. 
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f. Current Bank Balances Skipton £70250.19, Savings £1880.65, Current 
£2633.10 

106. HIGHWAY MATTERS: A number of highway issues were reported and the Clerk 
requested members send the What3Words locations to him so that they can be 
reported. 

107. Payroll 2026 –resolved to transfer Payroll functions to DM Payroll Services. 
108. Community Governance Review –resolved to oppose the proposal to reduce the 

number of Councillors in Matterdale Parish to 7 from the current 12 members, the 
Clerk to formulate the argument. 

109. Community Emergency Plan – Cllr Petrie has met with some key stakeholders but 
needs to gather contact details for people who may be able to help.  Further 
meetings to take place with an update in the May meeting. 

110. Communication with residents –resolved to go ahead with the suggestion to set up a 
system to communicate with residents with Cllrs Ratcliffe and Petrie given authority 
to add posts. 

111. IT policy –resolved to adopt the proposed IT policy. 
112. SITU – Resolved to make a donation of £1000 for this year and review each year in 

November at budget setting time. 
113. Land Issues –resolved not to proceed with the land use agreement with W&F 

Council.  
114. Bank Signatories –resolved to add Cllr Ratcliffe as a bank signatory. 
115. Clerk and Councillors’ reports/items for future agenda 

For future discussion –  
Use of recreation fund. 
Future Priorities for Parish Council - to include walking routes around the parish. 
 

116. Date of next meeting 
The Annual meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday  11 May 2026 in 
Watermillock Village Hall at 7.00pm. 
Agenda items to be submitted to the Clerk by 12 noon on 27 April 2026. 
Meeting closed at 20:50 


