MATTERDALE PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Clerk: Nick Phillips, 14 Twickenham Court, Carlisle CA1 3TW
Tel: 0750 800 1602 Email: Clerk@Matterdale-pc.gov.uk www.matterdaleparishcouncil.org

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting of Matterdale Parish Council
which took place at 7.00pm on Monday 11 May 2026 at Watermillock Village Hall.

Present: P Airey (Chair), R Dobinson, O Lightburn, J Petrie, N Ratcliffe, ] Wilson

In attendance: Nick Phillips (Clerk), Westmorland and Furness Clir J Derbyshire four members of the
public

Annual Parish Meeting

1. Chair’s report 2025-26 —received a report from the 2025-26 Chair of
Matterdale Parish Council: There had been lots of decision making in the past
year in terms of community centre with a new sense of direction being set.
Thanks were expressed to councillors who have given long contribution over
the years and welcome to new Councillors who have joined recently.

2. Public participation -

Annual Meeting of Matterdale Parish Council

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - received apologies and approved reasons for
absence from Clirs Beaumont, Holder, Newport and O’Neil
Election of Chair —Elected Clir Airey as chair for 2026-27
5. Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office —received the Chair’s signed
declaration.
Election of Vice Chair-elected Clir O’Neil as Vice Chair
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING held on 2 March 2026 - authorised
the chair to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 2
March 2026.
8. Year End Accounts —received and noted the attached statements of accounts
9. Internal Auditor 2026-76 —

a. Received the internal audit report for 25/26

b. resolved to appoint Jean Airey as the Internal Auditor for 2026/27
10. Risk assessment and internal audit policy —resolved to re-adopt the policy
11. Annual AGAR Return 2025-26 (Attached)

a. resolved to apply for an exemption from external audit

b. answered the questions on the Annual Governance Statement and authorised

the Clerk and Chair to sign.

c. resolved to authorise the Chair to Sign the Accounting Statement

12.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
a. Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their
register of interests
b. To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature
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c. Todeclare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda and their nature
(Councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the meeting for the relevant

items)

d. To make any requests for dispensation
13. Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
To decide whether there are any items of business which require exclusion of the

press and public
14.PUBLIC PARTICIPATION One member of the public raised three items — Car

Parking on the road to Mell Fell W&F ClIr Derbyshire to raise with the
Highways team. They asked why there had been a discontinuation of the MSF
reports in MPC meetings, the Clerk outlined that MSF minutes are now fully
published on the MPC website. They further enquired about the procedure for
placing a bench on the highway verge in Matterdale and offered to fundraise

towards the cost.

Another member of the public raised an issue of speeding

motorists and whether there had been any progress on an extension of the
40mph zone. W&F ClIr Derbyshire to ask Highways for an update. Another
question was raised about the bank interest effectively propping up the precept
of the Parish Council and whether that was an active decision and whether it
should be — this is to be debated at a subsequent meeting.
15.WESTMORLAND AND FURNESS COUNCILLOR REPORTS- received the
following items for information Clir Holder attended Place Action Group, there
is £5000 to allocate for the following year. Looking to put on a Parishes Event.
Compiling a list of Community Cafés and similar social events, Fire Service
keen to talk to people in the community. Highways- it is the time when road
repairs are taking place. W&F have money from Central Government to help

people with struggling with cost of heating oil.

Disabled persons facilities

grants are also available. Garden Waste Collection letters arriving. Funding
for Arts activities is available.

16.PLANNING APPLICATIONS -
a. resolved to submit observations on the following applications

‘ Boss Allotment, Near Troutbeck

‘ Formation of a new Woodland

The Parish Council would be interested to see the detail in Stage 2 before making any comments.

b. noted the following applications that were delegated to the Clerk for
decision following consultation with councillors and the comments below

made online.
7/2026/3020 Aira Farmhouse, | Variation of condition 2 No observations
Dowthwaite (plans) on listed building
Head, Dockray, application 7/2023/3156 (Full
CA110LG renovation and extend into

adjoining barn) for minor
internal alterations and
window/door openings

7/2026/3033

Another Place,
The Lake,
Watermillock,
CA11 0LP

Refurbishment of the
existing hotel and a new
extension (revised scheme
for ref 7/2016/3002 - variation

The Parish Council objects to the
application to replace the existing
stone cladding with another material
as it feels that this would not fit in as
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of condition 2 (plans) on well the existing cladding. We would
planning application be more than happy to see the
7/2016/3063 changes to existing cladding replaced with a
approved cladding similar material.
c. noted that the following applications have been approved
7/2025/3126 | Emmers Farm, Change of use of hobby room above car port to a short
Thackthwaite, Penrith, term holiday let or longer term let
CA11 ONA
7/2025/3168 | Swinside Stones, Erection of new stone faced external terrace; removal of
Dockray, Penrith, CA11 pebble dashed render to primary dwelling; alterations to
oJYy and
insertion of new fenestration including the installation of a
Juliet balcony and insertion of rooflight; demolition of
partly collapsed outbuilding to form enlarged car parking
area; and demolition of existing sun room
7/2026/3024 | Aira Force Car Park, Installation of parking equipment at Aira Force Car Park
Park Brow, Dockray,
Penrith, CA11 0JS
17.FINANCE
a. Payments- authorised schedule of payments totalling £2012.66 (VN 1-
14)
VN | Inv. Date | PAYEE | CHQ. NO/ Ref no | Purpose of | AMOUNT VAT NET
Expenditure £ INCLUDED | AMOUNT
£ £
Already paid
1 27/04/2026 | Nick Phillips 0 Salary 199.60 0.00 199.60
2 | 27/04/2026 HMRC 120PH003198092506 PAYE 102.40 0.00 102.40
3 | 27/04/2026 | Unity Trust 0 Bank Charges 7.00 0.00 7.00
Bank
To be paid
4 | 27/05/2026 | Nick Phillips 0 Salary 199.50 0.00 199.50
5 | 12/05/2026 | Watermillock 0 Room hire 16.00 0.00 16.00
Village Hall
6 | 12/05/2026 | Nick Phillips 0 Expenses 8.30 0.00 8.30
7 | 27/05/2026 HMRC 120PH003198092506 PAYE 102.50 0.00 102.50
8 | 31/05/2026 | Unity Trust 0 Bank Charges 7.00 0.00 7.00
Bank
9 | 12/05/2026 | Kate Beaty MPC Audit Annual Audit 100.00 0.00 100.00
10 | 12/05/2026 Cumbria Matterdale PC Annual 210.36 0.00 210.36
Association Subscription
of Local
Councils
11 | 13/05/2026 Zurich YLL-2720927443 Annual 214.00 0.00 214.00
Municipal Insurance
12 | 12/05/2026 | DM Payroll INV-5237 Annual Payroll 162.00 32.40 194.40
Services Ltd
13 | 12/05/2026 | Rocket Sites INV10067 Website 450.00 90.00 540.00
14 | 12/05/2026 | Green Team 00000483 Grounds care 93.00 18.60 111.60

b. Monthly reconciliation (February and March 2026) —received and
noted the reconciliation and balances checked by Clir Holder.

c. Monthly budget update- received and noted

d. Receipt — to note receipt from Unity Trust Bank — Interest payment
£9.93 R12 and HMRC VAT refund £353.37 R11,
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18.HIGHWAY MATTERS: Received the following for the Clerk to report: Clir Airey
will work with Clir Wilson to identify issues raised in the meeting a provide
what3word addresses to the Clerk.

19.Proposal to set up a PO Box for mail item —discussed the proposal and
resolved to setup a shared PO box if possible and if not a separate one.

20. Standing Orders- resolved to re-adopt the model standing orders

21.Financial Regulations —resolved to re-adopt the financial regulations.

22.Meeting Dates —noted and agreed the dates for forthcoming meetings.

23.General Power of Competence —resolved to re-adopt GPoC for 2026-27

24 Future use of recreation fund- Discussed a number of ideas including grant
making for recreation for example for WVH, the Church Room, Community
Events, Benches, sports days and resolved for the Clerk to bring a paper to
the next meeting for approval/further discussion.

25.Future priorities for the Council — Discussed the following: Footpath through
Matterdale, Community resilience.

26.Proposal to carry out an office based assessment of the suitability of a walking
route in Matterdale —resolved to agree a budget for this at £200 + Vat

27.Grass Contract —resolved that the start date for the contract does not need to
be mid April rather than late April from next year?

28.Footpath Diversion —noted the proposal and resolved that the Parish Council is
supportive of the proposal.

29.Use of Recreation field by Royal Hotel as overflow parking- resolved to grant
permission for the Royal Hotel to use the Recreation Field for Overflow parking
for their beer festival between 19-21 June 2026.

30.Use of Rushmire Field to temporarily store timber: resolve to allow a logging
company to temporarily store logs on the Rushmire Field with the caveat that
any damage is rectified.

31.Clerk and Councillors’ reports/items for future agenda
Clerk — Gates reported to LDNPA and W&F council
Provision of a bench in Matterdale.
Decision on whether to ring fence any interest on the building society
account.
Metal bench on Dockray Green

32.Date of next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 6 July 2026 in The
Church Room, Matterdale at 7.00pm.
Agenda items to be submitted to the Clerk by 12 noon on 22 June 2026.
Meeting closed at 20.40



