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Minutes of the Matterdale Parish Council which took place at 7.00pm on Monday 6 July 
2026 in Matterdale Church Room. 

Present: J O’Neill (Chair), C Beaumont, R Brown (from Item 34), D Holder, O Lightburn, J Newport, J 
Petrie, N Ratcliffe, J Wilson  

In attendance: Nick Phillips (Clerk), 3 members of the public and Westmorland and Furness Cllr J 
Derbyshire  

 
 

33. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - received apologies and approved reasons for absence 
from Cllr Airey, not present R Dobinson 

34. Co-Option - resolved to co-opt Dr Robert Brown as a Councillor. 
35. MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING held on 11 May 2026 - authorised the chair to 

sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 11 May 2026. 
36. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

a. Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their 
register of interests 

b. To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature. Cllr’s 
Lightburn and Holder declared an interest in application 7/2026/3062 

c. To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda and their nature 
(Councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the meeting for the relevant 
items) 

d. To make any requests for dispensation  
37. Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)  

To decide whether there are any items of business which require exclusion of the 
press and public  

38. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – Two residents attended to raise awareness of a pop up 
campsite near The Brackenrigg public house. The question was raised about where 
the development of campsites and other residential sites including pop up campsites 
fits within the Matterdale Neighbourhood Plan.  It was explained that permanent 
sites would be subject to planning regulation whereas pop up campsites fall under 
permitted development rights for up to 60 days. They also mentioned dangers of 
pedestrians walking on road rather than public footpaths.   A member of the public 
attended to mention the proposal for a bench near the Knotts which will now be 
provided on private land and that the amount quoted to refurbish a bench was 
excessive. 

39. WESTMORLAND AND FURNESS COUNCILLOR REPORTS–received for information the 
following:  Cllr Derbyshire circulated information about Asian Hornet and checked 
that members had received leaflets regarding Green Waste Collections and W&F 
news.  Speed limit requests are being collated.  Place Action Group feedback was 
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given and further ideas would be welcome.  Funding bids have been put forward and 
they are looking for others.  Cllr Ratcliffe raised the issue of analogue lines being 
switched off and the difficulty of people being connected to fibre networks especially 
in areas where the mobile network signal is poor.  PAG are looking at communication 
methods.   

40. PLANNING APPLICATIONS -  
a. resolved to submit observations on the following applications 

7/20265/3062 The Quiet Site 
Caravan Park, 
Watermillock, 
Penrith, CA11 

Erection of general-purpose storage and maintenance 
building 

No observation 
7/2026/3072 High Meadow, 

Watermillock, 
Penrith, CA11 0LR 

Proposed demolition of an existing lean-to conservatory with 
replacement garden room and demolition of the existing 
garage/storage block with replacement garage, workshop, 
and studio building – variation of condition 2 on planning 
permission 7/2020/3060 - design amendments to previously 
approved garage  

No observation 
b. Noted the following applications were granted approval 

7/2026/3024 Aira Force Car Park, Park Brow, Dockray, 
Penrith, CA11 0JS 

Installation of parking equipment at Aira 
Force Car Park 

 
41. FINANCE 

a. Payments- authorised schedule of payments totalling £1653.80 (VN 16-27) 
VN Inv. Date PAYEE Ref no Purpose of 

Expenditure 
AMOUNT 

 £ 
VAT  

INCLUDED  
£ 

NET 
AMOUNT 

£ 
16 07/07/2026 Starboard 

Systems 
(Scribe) 

INV-18679 Annual 
Subscription 

144.00 28.80 172.80 

17 07/07/2026 D&M 
Teasdale 

 Footpath 
Study 

200.00 40.00 240.00 

20 07/07/2026 Nick 
Phillips 

0 Expenses 1.80 0.00 1.80 

19 07/07/2026 Matterdale 
Church 
Room 

0 Room hire 20.00 0.00 20.00 

26 07/07/2026 WJP 
Software 

Ltd 

IN26-1407 Annual 
Subscription 

315.00 63.00 378.00 

27 07/07/2026 Green 
Team 

00000684-- 
 

Grass 
Contract 

186.00 37.20 223.20 

18 27/07/2026 Nick 
Phillips 

0 Salary 199.60 0.00 199.60 

21 27/07/2026 HMRC 120PH003198092506 PAYE 102.40 0.00 102.40 
22 31/07/2026 Unity 

Trust 
Bank 

0 Bank 
Charges 

7.00 0.00 7.00 

23 27/08/2026 Nick 
Phillips 

0 Salary 199.60 0.00 199.60 
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24 27/08/2026 HMRC 120PH003198092506 PAYE 102.40 0.00 102.40 
25 31/08/2026 Unity 

Trust 
Bank 

0 Bank 
Charges 

7.00 0.00 7.00 

b. Monthly reconciliation (April and May 2026) –received and noted the 
reconciliation and balances checked by Cllr Holder.   

c. Monthly budget update- received and noted 
d. Current Bank Balances – Skipton £70250.19, Current Unity – 1922.76, 

SAVINGS 6908.32 
42. HIGHWAY MATTERS: Received the following for the clerk to report: potholes please 

forward what3words to Clerk as well as any locations where the reinstatement after 
roadworks has started to fail. 

43. Future use of the recreation fund: 
a. Discussed and resolved to use the fund for grant making purposes 
b. Resolved to adopt the grant awarding policy as suggested and take 

applications as they arise and then make decisions as relevant (policy 
appended to the minutes) 

44. Options for a footpath in Matterdale –discussed the report and resolved that a price 
should be negotiated with the contractor to carry out formal discussions with the 
landowners. 

45. Metal bench on Dockray green –resolved to appoint a contractor to sand blast and 
repaint the bench at a cost of approximately £500.  NB exact cost dependant on state 
of bench and any repairs necessary after paint has been removed. 

46. Clerk and Councillors’ reports/items for future agenda 
Article 4 directive regarding pop up campsites. 
Signage along the Ullswater Way. 

47. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 7 September 2026 in 
Watermillock Village Hall  at 7.00pm. 
Agenda items to be submitted to the Clerk by 12 noon on 24 August 2026. 
meeting closed at 20:55 


